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The Ambassador’s Twentieth Anniversary Issue

Tribute to our Founder—Arthur M. Sauls

Arthur M. Sauls, the founder and long-time President of the George Washington Carver
Ambassadors, Inc., passed away on December 25, 2023. Mr. Sauls was 88 years old.

On October 29, 2002, Mr. Sauls and a few other individuals
of the Austin community met with Ms Bernadette Phifer,
curator of the George Washington Carver Museum. The
purpose of the meeting was to start an organization to
support the mission of the Carver Museum. Ms. Phifer
welcomed the guests and explained the need to support the
museum. She went over the museum’s history, mission, and
need for volunteers for the new facility that was being built.
Ms. Phifer stressed the importance of having another
organization working for our future — the children, who will
benefit the most from our support.

Mr. Sauls, who was responsible for recommending invitees, then talked about why he was

compeIIed to invite each of them, and hope they would be able to give support in starting a new
s organization. Ms. Phifer went over the kind of volunteering and efforts

= that would be needed from a new organization; opportunities as

__ docents, museum store workers, supporters of exhibits, receptions and

financial support for the museum. At this meeting the following were

there to see if they would be interested in forming this new

| organization: Mr. Leon Roberts, Mrs. Nettie Smothers, Ms. Martha

| Rison, Mrs. Jewel Boswell Hudson, Mr. James Talbert, Ms. Cynthia Harry,

Dr. Charles Akins, Mr. Weldon Farmer, Ms. Deborah Roberts, Ms. Nancy

Skinner and Ms. Lillian Kerley.

Mr. Sauls graduated from George Washington Carver High school in Greenville 1953 and attended
college at Prairie View A&M, he majored in Architectural Engineering with a minor in
mathematics. Mr. Sauls was an active member of the Prairie View A&M Reserve Officer Training
Career (ROTC) drill team that performed at the Cotton Bowl in Dallas, Texas (the first African
American college drill team to perform at the Cotton bowl).

In 1980, Mr. Sauls opened his own Mutual of Omaha insurance
office in Del Valle, Texas across from Bergstrom Military Air Force
Base until it’s closure. He actively held many offices in the
community, such as: Foreman for the Travis County Grand Jury,
Treasurer of the Board for the National Business League (NBL),
Secretary of Black Heritage Association (BHA), active member of
Lyon’s Jr. Lodge #290, Prince Hall Affiliated (PHA) over fifty years,
and District Deputy Grand Master Emeritus of District #24 Most
Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of TX.




CARVER AMBASSADORS:

The President’s
Corner

I'looked around the Carver Ambassadors meeting room the other day and you
weren’t there. Your space, your chair was empty . We miss you, your spirit, your
energy, your commitment, your pride in the Ambassadors organization and the
Carver Museum. Our accomplishments this past year were very meaningful, having
you stand with us would have been great.

WE MISS YOU AND WISH THAT YOU WOULD COME BACK TO THE
SPACE WE’VE BEEN SAVING...WE NEED YOUR HELP. HOPE TO SEE
YOU!

We Meet the Third THURSDAY of the month, at 6:00 PM in the CARVER
Museum Meeting Room. Please bring a friend.

Warm regards,
Bernadette Phifer
President GWCA, Inc.

From the Carver Curator
By Carre Adams—Curator/Culture & Arts Education Manager

Congratulations to Faith Weaver for her retirement
after 25 years of faithful service to the Carver
Museum. Ms Weaver was one of the first employees
hired at the Carver by Ms Bernadette Phifer, the
original Carver Curator.

On May 29, 2024, a large crowd of family, friends,
co-workers, and Ambassadors filled the drum of the
Carver in celebration of Ms Weaver and to wish her
well in her future endeavors.

Happy Retirement Faith!!!

o

$
¥
y

For more information on the GWCA contact:
Bernadette Phifer 512-873-7331 or David Featherston 512-922-1761
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2023 Silver Bell Social Featuring Pam Hart and Band




2023-2024 Year In Review—Juneteenth, The Pumpkin Carver,
Santa’s Special, Ballet Afrique, and Women In Jazz
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; Y y : *" Celebrating 16 years of Ballet Afrique!

African - Brazilian Dance (6-7pm)
teaturingimoni . Asna

s
dance workshop will include cultral context and information sharing. and it wil bogin With
Ibodies /

African-American Social Dance (7 - 8pm)
Syvia Stinson

For the final dance workshop of 1
colebrates social dances originated by Black peoplain the U.S. Continental Afrcan cultures often

SPECIAL THANK
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