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    Longtime Carver Museum Curator Bernadette Phifer Retires 

And so we see this figure; no, not a physically describable figure, but a figure 

nonetheless.  And it stands in the middle of a modestly open space, in the midst 

of a star, under a cross.  And the space is called “the drum.”  With meaning they 

meld; and somehow illicit a beam.  So in the midst of this space, with meaning 

and magnetism, one is drawn to attend to the history of a race and a culture;  to 

want for the impeccable knowledge surrounding this indescribable picture with 

figure.  And we add life to this utopian with a name.  And that name brings 

forth from the bowels of a culture the meaning of the two swan-like creatures, 

facing and adorning the entrance and egress through this space.  And  

majestically, with a feminine flair, one is slowly lead to his heritage and  

beyond.  And so in our world of reality, we call the figure Bernadette.   

 

And she leads us on a journey through our yesteryears.  We journey through the 

artifacts of our past; we pause to recognize the memories; we marvel at the  

accomplishments of our past scientists and we review the history of our local 

visionaries.  We venture down the hallways to the tune and makers of the tunes 

of our culture.  We pause to pay reverence to the prime educational institution 

that made us relevant.   We live and relive the symbols through the statues and 

exhibits, the freedom wall with bell; all representing our escape from our recent 

historical bondage.   

 

 And then we come to rest in the amphitheater 

where accomplishments of warriors are  

recognized,  the now of our existence is  

realized and we rejoice.  And then we are 

drawn back to the physically indescribable 

 figure in the middle of this modestly open 

space; standing in the midst of a star, under a 

cross, in a space called the “drum.”  This 

 figure, our creative leader, our constant  

teacher, our historical interpreter, our reminder 

of our relevance…. And we are overcome as 

the figure fades to imagination,. For the figure, 

Bernadette Phifer, has retired.  We will miss 

her. You have done us proud. And we wish for 

her the very best!  

-The George Washington Carver Ambassadors 
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When I think of the George Washington Carver  
Museum, Genealogy and Cultural Center, Ms.  
Bernadette Phifer always comes to mind. Flowing 
through the museum with such grace and style is Ms. 
Phifer. Her welcome to you is warm and inviting.  She 
speaks so passionately about the history, activities, and 
exhibits at the Carver, it is if you are at home... And 
before you leave, she will say to you please come back, 
tell someone about us and bring them back with you.  I 
keep coming back and telling others about the Carver.   
 
- Latrice McVade  
   

Ms. Bernadette Phifer and the Carver will always be synonymous to 
me.  She has a passion for everything associated with the Carver and it 
will always be a huge part of her life.  She was a huge benefit to the  
Ambassadors.  I wish her best of luck in her retirement and her future 
endeavors! 
 

-David Featherston  

Curator’s Corner—A Tribute To Bernadette Phifer 

Congratulations on your retirement!!  You have been the glue for the 
Ambassadors, keeping us informed and sharing your opinion  
of direction which will always be appreciated!!! 
 
-Latrice Davis 

 I walked through the George Washington Carver Museum and  
Cultural Center doors four years ago. From the moment I stepped through 
those doors, I have been on an educational and cultural learning experience 
due to the vision, leadership, and management of Ms. Bernadette Phifer, the 
curator of this  wonderful museum.  
 She has brought her passion and knowledge to create exhibits and 
events that engage the community at large. I have  personally been bitten by 
the museum bug because of her. I have attended the receptions of up and  
coming local African American artist. I have attended classical music concerts 
and theater productions. I have attended the Juneteenth Memorial Monument  
dedication.  
 I’ve experienced the culture, food, dance, music, and language from 
different parts of the world such as North  Africa, Central America, Thailand, 
South Korea, Argentina, and South Africa. I have also had the opportunity to 
speak to Ms. Phifer on a personal level many times throughout the years. I 
have found her to be not only a wonderful curator, but a wonderful, dedicated, 
funny, caring, and interesting person. She will be missed! 
 
-Linda Hill 

For the past 6 years, I have truly enjoyed working with Ms Phifer.  Under her leadership, I 
have seen the museum grow.  What a great legacy -the additions during her tenure will 
have a lasting impact and help fulfill the museum's mission of uplifting and supporting 
African American traditions, history and culture.   I have learned a lot by observing Ms 
Phifer perform her duties as Museum Curator.  I particularly appreciated the time she took 
out of her busy schedule to speak to family and school tour groups.  Her assistance with 
the IBM grants was invaluable and her monthly updates and guidance to the Ambassadors 
will be missed (along with her delicious meatballs!).  She is an excellent role model and I 
have seen first hand her long hours, dedication, pride and hard work.  It's been fun meeting 
the book club authors and artists that Ms Phifer was instrumental in bringing to the  
museum.  I would like to wish Ms Phifer the best on her retirement but I also look forward 
to working with her on special projects for the museum in the future. 
 
-Pam Vance 

Thank you for your commitment and dedication for serving the Austin community. Your leadership and passion for the Arts created 
a space to promote and celebrate African American heritage and culture. We honor you and will be forever grateful for your years 
of service. Best wishes and blessings in your retirement! 
-Terri Burditt 

Ms Bernadette, besides being a church member of 
mine at Holy Cross Catholic Church is a soft  
spoken but loud in getting and having things go 
her way. She can easily interject what she wants 
without asking and telling you to get it. He voice 
is highly recognizable without a doubt as to 
who she is. Very enjoyable being around at 
Church and at The Carver. 
-Leon Roberts 

Ms. Phifer has steered the Carver Museum 
through times of great change in the city of  
Austin, from the early days of its inception to the 
recent creation of the Carver Genealogy Center. 
Over the years, she has won the devotion and 
respect of the community and all the members of 
the Ambassadors. Congratulations Ms Phifer. on 
a wonderful career, and best wishes for the  
future it has been pleasure to know you and to 
work with you.  
-Simon Hemby 
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For more information on the GWCA contact: 

Arthur Sauls  512-926-6216 or  Polly Emerson   512-740-3104 

The George Washington Carver Ambassadors announce their first annual Art Sauls Scholarship winners, Brittney Jones, 

from Round Rock, Texas and Tiffany Henderson, from Smithville, Texas. 

 

Miss Brittney Jones is a graduate of Round Rock High School and is currently 

attending East Texas Baptist University.  She played basketball for Round Rock 

High where she was captain of the team.  She was also a member of the Knights 

of Peter Claver at Holy Cross Catholic Church where she served as a youth 

group leader, Junior Daughter financial secretary, Mistress at Arms, and  

Treasurer.   Miss Jones has a 4.26 grade point average on a 5.0 scale and she 

plans to Major in Nursing. 

 

Miss Jones stated in her essay:   

 

Education is a privilege that everyone in our country should be able to receive 

regardless of our race, gender, sexuality, or special needs.  For the youth today, it 

is critical that we prioritize our education over other things since we will be the 

face of this nation one day.  We will be the change that we need to see. That is 

what I want college to do for me.  I want to be the change that I want to see in 

the world.  With all that is occurring today, it solidifies the need to stay well  

informed and educated. The world is changing and we must adapt to it.  College 

is not everybody’s path, but I believe it is the right path for me! 

 

Miss Tiffany Henderson  is a graduate of Smithville High School and is currently attending Texas State University.  Miss 

Henderson participated in cheerleading, National Honor Society, Student Council, 

and yearbook staff.  She attends  

Metropolitan AME Church where she served as Youth Financial Secretary,  

Secretary, and Worship Leader.  She also played on the Tennis team finishing 4th 

place in district for girls doubles.  Miss Henderson has a 4.48 grade point average 

on a 5.0 scale and she plans to Major in Healthcare. 

 

Miss Henderson stated in her essay: 

 

I want to attend college because it will shape and change me in many different ways 

as well as open doors and opportunities for me.  It will greatly further my education 

and guide me toward the right path and career.  College will also help me  

become more independent and challenge me to explore and study different topics.  

As I take on this new journey in my life, new ideas and challenges will come my 

way.  I will discover new passions, bond with new friends, learn more about myself 

and most importantly prepare myself for the future.  Attending college is very  

important to me and I plan to strive to become something great and make my  

family proud, as well as myself.  

Ambassador’s Announce First Annual Art Sauls Scholarship Winners 
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