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Juneteenth Statues Find A New Home 

By Evelyn M. Anderson 

 On June 27, 2015 five statutes of the 
Juneteenth Memorial Monument were    

dedicated on the grounds of the George 
Washington Carver Museum, Cultural and 

Genealogy Center (the Carver).  Participants 

also celebrated Juneteenth’s 150 Years of 
Freedom.  The event was hosted by the 

Carver and the Texas Legislative Black   
Caucus.  Both the statutes and the Black 

Caucus have traveled a long road to finally 

end the statutes’ journey on the grounds of 
the Carver Museum thanks in part to the 

hard work of Curator Bernadette Phifer. 

 In 1999 state representative Al Edwards, D-Houston, along with other state    
legislatures pushed for the statues commemorating Juneteenth to be sculpted and placed 

on the grounds of the capitol as Juneteenth memorials.  Through a series of mishaps, the 

statues though completed were not dedicated on the capitol grounds but rather were left 
languishing in a foundry in Bastrop until they were placed in an east Austin State     

warehouse.   In 2013, members of the Texas Legislative Black Caucus, including,       
Sylvester Turner and State Representative Dawnna Dukes lead efforts to have the      

memorial’s care and upkeep transferred to the Carver Museum.   

 Fashioned by Adrienne Isom and Eddie Dixon, each of the five figures have his-

torical and cultural significance.  On June 19, 1865, General Granger delivered Order #3 
from the balcony of Ashton Villa in Galveston, Texas announcing the end of slavery.   

June 19th became Juneteenth a day of emancipation and celebration.  The statutes     

represented historical figures important in spreading the news of freedom.  They were 
the lawmaker who passed the news to the preacher who spread the news to his        

congregation of enslaved people to the slave’s daughter who passes the news to future 
generations.  There is an empty sixth pedestal that visitors can stand on to symbolize 

receiving the message from the daughter. They are also part of a display in a sculpture 
garden that includes panels which outline the history of slavery and include the       

Emancipation Proclamation as well as a bronze bell, the ringing of which symbolizing the 

sounds of freedom.  It was donated to the Carver Museum by the Ambassadors. 

 It has been said that the journey of a thousand miles begin with the first step.  
And while the statutes journey seemed to encompass a thousand miles, they finally found 

their way home. 

        See Page 4 for pictures of the Juneteenth Statues 

July: 
Gary Cobb, 01* 
Barry Franklin, 07* 
Arthurauls,09                                 
Bernadette Phifer, 12                         
Barry Franklin, 12                             
Rev. Coby Shorter, III, 21                 
Nancy Howard, 23 
Edward Roby, 27* 
Jerry Eason, 28* 
 
August: 
Polly Emerson, 11                             
Rev. Joseph Parker, Jr., 14* 
Simon Hemby, 16* 
Bobbie Arnold, 19                             
Kathryn Stone, 21                             
Vanessa Silas, 26 
Ronnie Hackett, 26 
Linda Clark, 28 
Terri Burditt, 30 
Grova Jones, 31* 
 
September: 
Leon Fisher, 02                                 
Jewel Hudson, 07* 
Dr. Avis Wallace, 09                          
C. Sue Reed, 12* 
Jeffrey Archer, 14                               
Evelyn Anderson, 15 
Polly Emerson, 16* 
Scotty Holman, 19 
Dr. Allen Johnson, 19 
Lula Collins, 23 
Rosa Taylor, 23 
Rev. Joseph Parker, Jr., 25 
 
*Anniversaries 
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7600 N. Capitol of Texas Highway   Bldg. C   Suite 110 

Austin, TX 78731 

512-418-8998     512-699-4797 

   Curator’s Corner—by Bernadette Phifer 
 

Over 1000 people attended the presentation of the Juneteenth 

Memorial Monument Dedication at the Carver!!!  The event was 

grand.  We still have other explorations for you, your family and 

friends to make with us...the journey is a joyous one to make.  

We find ourselves and celebrate each one of you in what we do at 

the Carver.  “Let Freedom Ring”  did you see those words on the 

back side of the wall?  Did you ring the Bell?  I am so proud of 

the beautiful bell the Ambassadors purchased for the monument.  

It does RING!  Thank you, thank you, thank you...you continue 

to make your mark in Austin, Texas. 

***********************************************************

The Genealogy Workshop will meet every 4th Saturday from 1 

pm until 3 pm.  Come join us in our restored building.  There is 

plenty of room for everyone.  The workshop is free and open to 

all.  So please tell someone about it or better yet bring someone 

with you to our BIG family. 

*********************************************************** 

Next Exhibit:  “CAN U SEE’’  by John Yancey 

July 30th through October 17th, 2015    6:00 pm 
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For more information on the GWCA contact: 

Arthur Sauls  512-926-6216 or  Polly Emerson   512-740-3104 

Profile of  GWCA Ambassador Latrice Davis 

 Latrice Davis has been a GWCA Ambassador for over a decade.  In 2013, she received the GWCA Ambassador of the Year 
award for her hard work within the organization.  If asked, she would readily admit the major reason she enjoys GWCA is the      
diversity of its membership.  Latrice appreciates that GWCA is made up of people from all walks of life who come together to      
accomplish goals, to meet the needs of the Carver Museum and to give back to the community.  

 Her favorite GWCA event is the Festival of Trees.  Austin may have its Trail of Lights but GWCA has its Festival of Trees.  
During this time special programs are produced for children and for the elderly.  Participating in   
bringing joy to these two groups of people, well, as far as she’s concerned, life doesn’t get any better 
than that. 

 Latrice has been married for 32 years to Austin native Dwight Davis.  They have two sons, 
Elliott, a graduate of North Texas State University and Quincy a graduate of the University of Texas at 
San Antonio.  Though she is a devoted wife and mother, Latrice nevertheless continues with her    
federal government service career with the United States Postal Service where she daily facilitates    
customer service training.  On occasion however she is called upon to participate in special projects like 
personally delivering one of the original copies of the Declaration of Independence to the Lyndon 
Baines Johnson Library and Museum for special viewing. 

 A member of the Lone Star Grand Guild Heroines of the Templars Crusade of Texas Prince 
Hall since 2008, Latrice currently holds the position of Princess Captain of Leora O #35 and Grand 2nd 
Lieutenant of the Lone Star Grand Guild since 2010.  She also serves as the Senior Matron of the 
Heroines of Jericho.   In her spare time, Latrice enjoys gardening and visiting the elderly. 

                        Claim Your Destiny! 
Claim Your Destiny is the book that will help you tap into the unlimited  

potential you possess!  If you are ready for your breakthrough this is the 

book for you!  You will be empowered 

with the stories of average people who 

have achieved amazing victories!  You will 

be introduced to tools that will help you 

master yourself and live your dreams!   

If you are ready, now is the time for you to 

Claim Your Destiny! 

 

Sugar Ray Destin, Jr. is a nationally sought 

after motivational speaker.  Sugar Ray is an 

Ambassador and a member of Lyons Jr. Lodge #290 PHA.  He empowers 

audiences with his message of hope, passion and the unlimited potential each 

of us possess!  Sugar Ray has helped to rejuvenate college organizations,  

develop corporate affinity groups and professional organizations!  He is the 

Co-Founder of the Claim Your Destiny Foundation (www.cydyouth.org) 

which empowers youth across the nation with leadership programs,  

mentoring programs and college preparation conferences!  As a Christian, 

Sugar Ray is dedicated to changing the cycles that have plagued our        

communities for far too long. 

 

You can purchase a copy on his website at www.claimingmydestiny.com 

Sugar Ray Destin Jr. (right) at his book signing at the Carver 

Museum with his son Zayden (middle) and local entertainer     

Saul Paul (left). 

Dedicate yourself to your vision 

Enjoy the journey 

Success is inevitable 

Tap into your potential 

Ignite passion in others 

Never give up 

Your destiny is within your reach! 

 

                     -Sugar Ray Destin Jr. 

http://www.claimingmydestiny.com
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The Preacher 

The Law Maker 

The Congregation 

The  

Daughter 

The Juneteenth Statues… 

 

Home At Last!!! 


