
www.austingwca.org 
Volume 4, Issue 2 

April—June  2015 

Editor: 

Polly Emerson 

Co-Editors: 

David Featherston 

Evelyn Martin-Anderson 

The Ambassador 

Birthdays and Anniversaries* 
 

April 

Gregory Smith, 06 * 

 

May 

Bertha Means, 01                      

Cynthia Harry, 02                       

Judge Richard Scott, 07* 

Harold Bowling, 14 

Faith Weaver, 21 

Rev. John McCormick, 26 

Rev. Coby Shorter, III, 28* 

Latrice McVade, 30 

Gregory Smith, 31  

 

June 

Dr. Allen Johnson, 04* 

Harold Bowling, 06* 

Leon Roberts, 19*                     

Vanessa Silas, 19* 

Dr. Avis Wallace, 22* 

Dr. Janelle Curlin-Taylor, 25  

Dr. Charles Akins, 26* 

Bobbie Arnold, 27* 

 

Inside this issue: 

Newsletter of the George Washington Carver Ambassadors, Inc. 

GWCA Awards   1 

John Legend ‘s visit  2 

 Jan—March B & A           2                   

Meet Simon Hemby           3 

Genealogy Workshop        3 

Blanton Exhibit                 4 

Butler Passes   4 

Save The Date                   4 

    

By Evelyn M. Anderson 
 For the past five years, members of the George Washington Carver Ambassadors 
(GWCA) have gathered to recognize fellow members for their exemplary service to the        
organization.  This year’s program held on March 17, 2015 at the George Washington Carver 
Museum and Cultural Center was hosted by GWCA Leon Roberts as Master of Ceremonies.  In 
that capacity Roberts saw to the smooth running of the three part program. 
 After words of welcome, Roberts introduced Rev. Sylvester E. Chase, Jr. Pastor of 
Wesley United Methodist Church who gave the invocation.  Harpist, 17 year old Taylor Nicole 
Hemby performed a rendition of “Pavane” by Bernard Andre.  An eleventh grade student at 
Stony Point High School, Ms. Hemby is the daughter of GWCA Simon Hemby, Jr. 
 Mr. Roberts ushered in the second part of the program by introducing GWCA        
Recording Secretary Simon Hemby, Jr. who in turn introduced the keynote 
speaker Stephanie Hawley, Ph. D, Asst. Vice President of Access Programs at 
Austin Community College (pictured right).  The theme of her talk was the 
importance of self-identity, knowing who you are.  There is a common 
phrase among Black people asking “who are your people?”  The answer to 
that question identifies us to ourselves and others.  However, Dr. Hawley 
believes children unfortunately cannot answer this question because families 
are in disarray.  There are two ways of addressing this identity problem    
according to Dr. Hawley and they are (1) families begin sharing family      
histories with children and (2) families research their history at the local   
genealogy center on Angelina Street. 

 Prior to announcing the winners, GWCA President Art 
Sauls spoke about the importance of patronizing the George 
Washington Carver Museum, Cultural and Genealogy Center.  
With the change in the demographics of East Austin which is 
the area the museum is located, GWCA runs the risk of the loss 
of the museum to others if it is underutilized.  His continuous 
mantra was “use it or lose it”.  As for the awards, here is the 
breakdown: 
Outstanding Service Award – Harold Wells 
Outstanding Leadership Award – Harold Bowling and  
Simon Hemby 
Unsung Hero – Charles Gates 
Ambassador of the Year – Latrice McVade  
(Continued on Page 2) 

      2015 Ambassador of  the Year Awards Presented 

Above, Latrice McVade accepts the top 
award from GWCA President Art Sauls.  
Right Mr. Sauls presents awards to Harold 
Bowling and  Harold Wells. 



 GWCA Awards (Continued) 

 GWCA Vice President Polly Emerson gave brief re-
marks and expressed the importance of continuing to embrace 
our unity as GWCA ambassadors.  While Bernadette Phifer 
Director/Curator of the Carver Museum echoed the sentiments 
of the keynote speaker about the importance of children feeling 
connected to community and family, she also encouraged    
visiting the genealogy center.  Ms. Phifer also announced that 
on June 13, 2015 there would be a dedication of memorial      
sculptures on the museum grounds (see above article). 
 Rev. Chase gave the closing prayer.  Food for the   
ensuing reception was prepared by Terri Burditt.  Guests 
feasted on petite quiche, mini chicken egg rolls, deli spirals, 
spinach/artichoke dip, lemonade and fresh strawberries.  
GWCA Burditt with GWCA Pamela Vance and Alvia Carter 
hosted the reception. 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries for January –March 
Birthdays:                                Anniversaries 

January 

Charles Gates, 14                       Dr. Janelle Curlin-Tayler, 01 

Emma Thompson, 15                Emma Thompson, 06 

Rev. Robert Davis, 20                Lloyd Doggett, 26             

David Featherston, 20 

Linda Hill. 20 

Clayton Shorkey, 25 

 

February 

Atty. Gary Cobb, 20                    Latrice Davis, 14 

Dr. Larry Earvin, 23                    Melvin Tealer, 24 

Michelle Lawson, 27 

 

March 

Lottie Daily, 11                          Scotty Holman, 09 

Daphne McDole, 12                  Richard Glasco, 17 

Jerry Eason, 23                           Levi Murray, 30 

John Legend Visits the Texas Capitol 
                                                                          By Polly Emerson 

 Singer, songwriter, actor.  You name it and John Legend has done it.   
He has won nine Grammy Awards and partnered with Common to win the 2015 
Oscar for Best Original song for “Glory” from the film Selma.  On Thursday, 
April 16, 2015 Legend was at the Texas Capitol promoting his Free America  
campaign to reduce the country’s incarceration rate.  After visiting inmates at the 
Travis County Correctional Complex where he performed a couple of songs,  
Legend convened a press conference at the Texas Capitol behind the Senate 
Chamber.  The following lawmakers were present:  Senator Rodney Ellis,       
Representative Senfronia Thompson, Senator Royce West, Representative Alma 
Allen, Representative Dawnna Dukes, Representative Gilbert Pena,  and              
Representative Ron Reynolds. 
 The issue was America’s high prison population.  While the United 
States is less than 4.5 percent of the world’s population it has nearly a quarter of 
the world’s prisoners.   
 Unfortunately we most often see that minorities are disproportionately affected. Legend said his goal is to end “mass” 

incarceration across America.  There currently exists strict sentencing for low level 
offenses like marijuana possession or driving without a license. 
“People have problems with drugs and people have problems with mental health.  
People have problems with all kinds of things.”  It is simply not smart and not 
compassionate to decide that the only solution available is to lock people up.  “It’s 
not just.” Legend said.  Therefore he is partnering with the Texas Criminal Justice 
Coalition.  For over a decade, the organization has been fighting for public support 
for over 150 policies that have chipped away at Texas’ incarceration issues. 
 Texas has for years had more prisoners than any other state, though the 
head count has dropped slightly in the last few years.  At the end of 2014, there 
were 150,212 offenders living in Texas’ 109 prisons, compared to 48,000 in 1990, 
before the start of a prison building spree.  Legend knows that sometimes some 
crimes don’t need a prison sentence.  There are a lot of drug offenses that are non-
violent and for whom the best remedy might be rehabilitation or other kinds of 
services that are more restorative.  Legend wants to see Texas and all states in this 

country say, “You know what, we went too far on this punishment.  We overdid it and we need to roll back some of these laws so 
that people aren’t staying in prison as long.” 
 Legend thinks that Texas is always going to be important to any kind of movement that’s hoping to make a change in 
America because Texas is such a big state.  It is really a leading state when it comes to a lot of things, but it shouldn’t want to be a 
leader in the area of incarceration.  It should want to be the leader in the area of reforming incarceration policies.  There actually 
are initiatives in Texas that would think more smartly about incarceration and the way crime is dealt with. 
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7600 N. Capitol of Texas Highway   Bldg. C   Suite 110 

Austin, TX 78731 

512-418-8998     512-699-4797 

For more information on the GWCA contact: 

Arthur Sauls  512-926-6216 or   

Polly Emerson   512-740-3104 

Alpha Omega 

Child Development Center 
 

Rose Henderson 

1317 Rosewood Ave.   Work 512-477-7558 

Austin, Texas 78702    Home 512-385-5759 

 Profile of GWCA Member Simon Hemby, Jr. 
By Evelyn M. Anderson 

How long have you been an Ambassador?  I’ve been a member of GWCA for five years. 

Why did you join the Ambassadors?  I joined GWCA because I wanted to be involved with the East Austin inner city 

community. 

What do you like about the Ambassadors?  I like the organization’s involvement 

with the inner city community. 

What would you like to change?  I’d like to see the organization perform greater 

community outreach and engage in collaboration with other nonprofit  

organizations. 

What is your favorite Ambassadors event?  I enjoy the annual awards ceremony. 

Why?  It gives me the opportunity to participate in the event and socialize with 

other GWCA members. 

Are you from Austin?  No. 

Where are you from?  I was born in Hartford Connecticut and raised in            

Connecticut and Washington, D.C. 

How did you end up in Austin?  I ended up in Austin because my wife’s job    

transferred her here.  I also enjoy the laid back environment of Austin. 

 What is your wife’s name?  Loretta. 

 How long have you been married?  We’ve been married for 26 years. 

 How did you meet?  We met on a blind date in Toronto, Canada. 

 Do you have any children?  We have a son and a daughter, Simon Kyle who is 10 years old and Taylor Nicole who 

is 17 years old. 

 Are you retired or employed?  I’m retired from the U.S. Army, from 

positions with the Federal government and from several       

Fortune 500 companies. 

 How do you spend your time?  I volunteer with GWCA and the Boy 

Scouts.  I also engage in genealogy consultation and lectures. 

 Do you have any hobbies?  I enjoy basketball, history and world 

religion studies. 

 Have you attended college?  Yes.  I have an Associates degree in 

liberal arts and a Bachelor’s degree in sociology from the State 

University of New York.  I also have a Masters Certificate in 

Project Management from George Washington University. 

   ONE TREE MANY BRANCHES 

A Genealogy Workshop will 

be held Saturday, April 25, 

2015 from  1pm-3pm at the 

Carver Genealogy Center. 

The guest presenter will be 

William Cox. His presentation is titled Using DNA 

for  Genealogy Research. 
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Ambassador Ervin Butler Passes Away 

Ervin David "Doody" Butler, Jr., 90,was born in 

San Angelo, TX, a son of the late Nealie (Jackson) 

and Ervin David Butler, Sr. He served in the U.S. 

Army and was a long time member of Lyons Jr. 

Lodge #290. Mr. Butler passed away peacefully on 

March 28, 2015.   Mr. Butler’s  Celebration of Life 

was held April 2, 2015 at 

Metropolitan AME 

Church.  Mr. Butler was 

also very active in the  

community, particularly 

with Meals on Wheels and  

former State Senator 

Gonzalo Barrientos. 

Right On, Right On, Right On – Artistic Interpretations of the Civil Rights Movement 
By Evelyn M. Anderson 

 Witness Art and Civil Rights in the Sixties is an exhibit running through May 10, 2015.  The Blanton Museum of 

Art at the University of Texas Austin is home for this impressive collection. Organized by the Brooklyn Museum, the   

exhibit features100 works of art by 65 artists.   

 The movement was about fighting discrimination in voting, in public accommodations, in housing.  It was about 

the desire to be treated equally in education and employment.  It was about defining oneself as opposed to being defined 

by others.  This was a spiritual movement using the tactics of Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy of non violence and was led 

by men of God.  This was also a political movement with larger than life personalities in its midst.  Yet there was also  

violence.   

 To explain through art such sprawling concepts is challenging.  How-

ever, the exhibit succeeds more than it fails.  There are obvious symbols of the      

movement:  events like the Birmingham church bombing resulting in the death of 

four young girls.  Charles White’s ink and charcoal on paper work “Birmingham 

Totem” (1964) pays homage to this event; the push to integrate neighborhoods – 

Norman Rockwell’s oil on canvas “New Kid in the Neighborhood” (1967) is a 

nod to that idea.  There is the cultural nod of self expression for women letting 

their hair go natural creating the afro phenomenon – Barkley L. Hendricks – 

“Lawdy Mama” (1969) oil and gold leaf on canvas depicts a woman sporting an 

Angela Davis style natural (picture on right courtesy of the Brooklyn Museum).  

And lastly the symbol of power of the raised clinched fist as typified by Elizabeth 

Catlett’s cedar wood sculpture “Homage to My Young Black Sister” (1968). 

 Despite activists practicing non-violence, violence against them still   

occurred.  Jacob Lawrence chronicles such violence in “American Revolution 

(1963) gouache and tempura on paper.  Joe Overstreet infuses satire and humor in 

“The New Jemima” (1964) depicting a smiling Aunt Jemima with an automatic 

weapon.  The painting is acrylic and fabric over plywood construction. 

 The laws during the civil rights era deliberately fostered discrimination.  

Jim Dine’s assemblage of a sink “Black Bathroom #2” (1962) typified the sepa-

rate but equal facilities prevalent in the South.  During this time the discrimina-

tory laws were known as Jim Crow laws.  Benny Andrews put forth a painting whose title contained a double entendre 

“Death of the Crow” (1965). 

 Then there were the faces of the civil rights movement:  President Lyndon Johnson speaking about civil rights 

legislation in a film sequence, Nina Simone on film singing “Mississippi Goddamn”.  Noted photographer Gordon Parks 

iconic photos of boxer Muhammad Ali, the Nation of Islam and Black Panthers Eldridge and Kathleen Cleaver.  Celebrity 

photographer Richard Avedon’s chilling rendering of Gov. George Wallace. 

 There was no sense of the spiritual or religious in the exhibit even though the music, the singing, the sermons 

spurred people on.  Witness Art and Civil Rights in the Sixties does give a broad overview of the movement and hope-

fully encourages the viewer to go deeper and do their own research.  

Save The Date and Celebrate!!! 

We're sure that you're wondering about the construction behind the museum. 

Why is the ground being dug up? What's that wall? And is that a cement block 

pathway?  The George Washington Carver 

Museum, Cultural & Genealogy Center is very 

proud to partner with the Texas Legislative 

Black Caucus and construct the Juneteenth 

Memorial Monument. The Memorial is      

comprised of 5 bronze statues commemorating 

Juneteenth. How poetic that exactly 150 years 

later, this construction will become a           

permanent fixture as a part of the Carver's core    

exhibition. Please save the date- June 13, 2015, 

11:00 a.m.- as we unveil this new addition and 

host our Juneteenth Celebration, 150 Years of 

Freedom!    

-Carver Museum Curator Bernadette Phifer 


