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            Mourning The Loss of Sister Mary Sauls 
Sister Mary Lou Sauls, 77, loving wife of Ambassador President and DDGME Art Sauls, of 

Austin, TX, passed away Saturday, December 27, 2014. Sister Sauls passed away       

peacefully surrounded by Art and other family members.  Sister Sauls was born in Austin, 

TX on  February 8, 1937, a daughter of the late Annie (Lee) and John Williams.  

 

Sister Sauls was very  passionate about her community 

and Masonic family. She was an active member of every 

female Masonic body and held leadership roles in several  

including overseeing many of the District activity.   

 

Sister Sauls’  funeral was very well attended with a 

standing room only gathering. The crowd was represented 

by family, friends, original team members from  

Brackenridge hospital  (where they recalled her impact to 

their lives during Mary’s tenure at the hospital) and of 

course her beloved Prince Hall Masonic Family.   

 

The story of Mary was really made real when her two 

beloved grandsons (Quincy and Elliott) give some very 

emotional and heartfelt testimonials of what their 

“granny” meant to them and how she  impacted their 

young lives. 

  

Sister Sauls is survived by her loving husband Art Sauls, daughter Ambassador Latrice 

Davis, son-in-law Dwight Davis, grandsons Elliott and Quincy Davis, sister JoAnn Webb, 

brother Willie Wilkins, and stepsons Alphonso Sauls and Timothy Sauls. 

          An Open Letter From Art Sauls and Family 
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With humble heart and soul, we would like to thank the members of The George 

Washington Carver Ambassadors and Lyons Jr. Lodge #290  for the support given to  

me and my entire family during my wife, Mary’s struggle for life. 

I want to give special thanks to those who made visits, 

telephone calls and sent flowers to show your respect 

and love.  It was your acts of love, respect, and kindness 

that kept my wife in outstanding spirits and kept a smile 

on her face during her last few months.  Every one of 

you added value and joy to her life, by your presence at 

her home going.  The words that follows seem so simple 

but they reach far beyond the highest mountain or the   

deepest sea.  We THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 

THANK YOU and may God bless you all. 

 

With sincere gratitude, 

Arthur Sauls, Latrice Davis and Family 
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Words of Strength -  
“I've learned that people 

will forget what you said, 

people will forget what you 

did, but people will never 

forget how you made them 

feel.” 

~ Maya Angelou 

7600 N. Capitol of Texas Highway   Bldg. C   Suite 110 

Austin, TX 78731 

512-418-8998     512-699-4797 

Lyons Jr Donates 

 School Supplies 
Lyons Jr. Lodge #290 continued its fall 

tradition with the donation of school  

supplies to Baty, Oak Springs, and 

Campbell Elementary Schools.  Baty is a 

new addition to the list in support of 

Brother Chris Marvels who is a member 

of the staff at Baty Elementary.   

           Lyons Jr Lodge’s After Christmas Affair Highlights 
Submitted by Levi Murray III 

Lyons Jr Lodge continued its long tradition of honoring its widows at the Annual After Christmas Affair on Tuesday,    

December 30, 2014.  We lit the unity candle in honor of the brothers and sisters who have passed onto the other side.  We 

took a very special moment to pay tribute to our own Masonic mother Sister Mary Sauls. It was a very touching and     

emotional moment but in the same breath we knew that Mary would want us to press forward, as did Past Master Art 

Sauls.  The games were lively and full energy as usual we had a variety of winners for our now famous “Let’s Make A 

Deal” game hosted as usual by PM Jerry Eason.  We had plenty of food with most of the meat being donated by our own 

Brother Barry Franklin.  The event was full of love and cheer and accomplished its goal. The ACA ended with a prayer led 

by Sister Joanne Stocker in a circle of unity formed by all who attended. 

Austin is Now a Hands-Free City 
Submitted by PM Jerry Eason from the Austin Am. Statesman 

A new City of Austin ordinance prohibits the use of all      
electronic hand-held devices while operating a vehicle or 
bicycle.  To avoid fines up to $500, put your phone away or 
consider using a hands-free system such as Bluetooth or 
headphones, or an affixed GPS system.  The Austin City 
Council adopted Ordinance No. 20140828-041 amending 
section 12-1-34 of the City Code to prohibit the use of      
portable electronic devices while operating a motor vehicle or 
bicycle. This law went into effect Jan. 1, 2015.  Austin is 
leading the state of Texas in the effort to refocus drivers on 
the task of driving. The hands-free initiative aims to increase 
safety by decreasing distracted driving in  Austin.  Distracted 
driving is any activity that could divert a person’s attention 
away from the primary task of driving and all distractions  
endanger driver, passenger, and bystander safety. 

Words of Beauty— 
"I have decided to stick with 

love. Hate is too great a  

burden to bear." 

~ Dr. Martin Luther King 
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Child Development Center 
 

Rose Henderson 

1317 Rosewood Ave.   Work 512-477-7558 
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Joseph Hawkins Passes Away 
Ambassador and Prince Hall Mason 

Joseph  Hawkins passed away on     

December 28, 2014 after a re-

occurrence of a past illness.  Mr.     

Hawkins was laid to rest in his home 

town of Dallas, TX.  He was a graduate 

of South Oak Cliff High School and was 

an active business man in Austin for 

many years.   Please continue to keep 

this beautiful family in your thoughts 

and prayers: Tam Reed Hawkins and 

children, his beautiful mother, Patricia 

Hawkins, brothers, Timothy Hawkins, 

Paul Hawkins, and Mark Taplett, along 

with a host of family and friends.   

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/maya_angelou.html
http://austintexas.gov/article/city-council-adopts-hands-free-ordinance-enhance-car-bicycle-safety
https://www.municode.com/library/tx/austin/ordinances/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=671048


 Getting To Know You:  Local Community Legend Grandma Wisdom 
By Evelyn Martin-Anderson 

 Thelma “Grandma Wisdom” Williams’ life has taken many twists and turns.  All her projects, from surviving as a single mom to owning 

A Town Publishing, to the creating the Grandma Wisdom Resource Center 

and the current work in progress documentary “Grandma Wisdom Looking 

Back”, have  brought her to the place she is  today.   The name Grandma  

Wisdom was given to her during a stint working at a halfway house.  The 

male occupants told her she reminded them of their grandmothers so they 

anointed her with the name Grandma Wisdom.  At age 73, she has become an 

innovator, an educator, and an entrepreneur.  Her goal is to bless others. 

 Grandma Wisdom is a native Austinite having lived in the historic 

St. John’s neighborhood for more years than she’d care to count.  She had left 

the neighborhood for a short time, only to return to her childhood home to 

care for her aging parents.   While the first part of her life was centered on 

making a living for herself and her two children, the second part of her life 

was devoted to nourishing her creative and entrepreneurial spirit.   This third 

act is devoted to being of service and blessing others. 

 She will readily tell you it was her grandfather Bennie  who influenced her early in her life.  He gave her two pieces of advice that have 

remained with her to this day: that she respect herself and that she pray for wisdom.  Only God he said could grant wisdom.  The first piece of   

advice was given when she was fifteen years old, too young she believes to be of much use.  It was only later in life when she’d become a single 

mom of two children that she fully understood his words of wisdom. 

 Unbeknown to her, it was Grandma Wisdom’s early life that was laying the foundation 

for the person she was ultimately to become.  If you peruse her bio you’ll note that she had a 

variety of jobs, having worked as a plumber, a nurse aide and a counselor.   It was in her thirties 

that Ms. Williams began her reincarnation from working at a job to pursuing a passion, by    

stepping outside the box society had placed on her.  Her first step towards her new life was the 

first book of poetry that she had written, at the age of thirty, Single Black Mother.  Rather than 

trust others to publish and market her product, she chose to control her own work by self-

publishing.    A Town Publishing was born in 1988.  Under that name Grandma Wisdom has 

published to date twenty-six books.   Along the way she has learned marketing strategies that 

have served her well in the promotion of her product.   Her current goal is to find a distributor 

who will buy up her inventory.    She has passed her entrepreneurial spirit on to her son Daniel 

Williams, a University of Texas graduate who draws, creates, and sells posters of super heroes.  Like his mother he has total control of and        

marketing of his products.  Her daughter Cynthia Williams found her calling in art and is preparing a one woman show. 

 By twists and turns, Grandma Wisdom has arrived at her calling which is to save young people, especially males through counseling.  

Towards that end the Grandma Wisdom Resource Center was created almost two years ago to provide a safe haven for middle school and high 

school neighborhood youth aged eleven to seventeen.     Most of the students are male and present their own host of problems with differences 

based on ethnicity.  Hispanics make up close to 60% of the St. John neighborhood population of which 40% are undocumented.  The Hispanic  

students  come from two parent families; yet the undocumented ones, feel forced to maintain a low profile fearful of seeking the center’s services.  

Young Black males on the other hand grow up without fathers and become angry and resentful, wanting to know why they were abandoned. 

 Grandma Wisdom counsels them all, whatever the circumstances.  She tells them that they are the ones who can change themselves.  

They are the ones who have to deal with the person in the mirror.  The change comes from them, no one else.  She doesn’t allow them to bad mouth 

their parents and keeps parents in the loop at all times.  Her program has worked so well that when one of her students spirals out of control at 

home, the parents tell them to go to Grandma Wisdom.  Once there, over a meal of chili dogs and a cups of Grandma Wisdom kool aid, they talk 

out their problems.  Sometimes they’ll stay at the center for an hour or two.   When they feel ready to return home, they tell her so.  Her biggest 

problem has been to develop trust between herself and her students.  She feels she’s done a good job when the students bring around other students 

they feel could benefit from participation in the resource center.  The students feel so comfortable with her that they can give her the background on 

any other student they refer. 

 An eight year arrives at the center along with his brother; two girls age seven and ten begin showing up at the center as well.  Even a sole 

Caucasian boy finds his way to the resource center.  No child is turned away. 

 Grandma Wisdom’s next challenge is to pair the older students, with male mentors.  Women can only do so much.  This she believes to 

be true.  Young men need male mentors and she struggles to find them. 

 How can Grandma Wisdom fit another project into an already crowded life?  Somehow she does.  Her current work in progress is a  

documentary –“Grandma Wisdom Looking Back”.  The film chronicles her life from the age of seven.  Her great granddaughter Alyzhia 

(pronounced A-lay-sha) portrays her seven year old self. 

 There is no more to be said.  Thelma “Grandma Wisdom” Williams can look backwards like the African bird who looks backwards as it 

moves forward.  The past informs our future and should never be forgotten. 
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                   Lyons Jr Foundation Inaugural Columbus Day Classic a Huge Success 
The Lyons Jr. Foundation hosted its first  annual Columbus Day Golf Classic on Monday, October 13, 2014 at the Avery Ranch Golf 

Club.   The tournament benefited the People’s Community Clinic of Austin and the Art Sauls Scholarship Fund for the George      

Washington Carver Ambassadors (GWCA).  Worshipful Master of Lyons Jr. Lodge #290 Harold Wells said, “We are pleased to honor 

GWCA founder and my fellow lodge brother Art Sauls with a $1500 check from our first tournament to 

go towards the first scholarship distribution for the Art Sauls Scholarship Fund.”  The PCC was also 

presented a check for $1500.  The PCC Development Director Joy Arthur, below right, stated on the 

PCC Facebook page, ”PCC wants to say a big thank you to the Lyons Jr. Foundation and Lyons Jr. 

Lodge 290 for    donating the proceeds from their first annual Columbus Day Classic Golf Tournament 

this year! Thank you for your support! We can't wait to get back on the golf course next year.”  

 

Tournament Committee member and Art Sauls Scholarship Committee Chair Latrice McVade said, “It 

was a pleasure working with David Featherston, Essien Ita, and Jerry Eason on this tournament.  It was 

a great event and we look forward to continuing to work with them in the future to support the Art Sauls 

Scholarship Fund.”  Ambassador Bro.  Barry Franklin was the title sponsor for the tournament.  

Valentine’s Day Ball Set      

For February 14, 2015 
KNDS, an affiliate of  Lyons Jr. 

Lodge #290 is hosting its fourth   

Annul Valentine’s Day Ball on    

February 14, 2015 at the Millennium 

Youth Center from 9:00 pm until 

1:00 am.   

 

Tickets are $15 per person and the 

dress is semi formal (red and white).   

This is a BYOB affair, set ups are 

available for sale.  Also, a food and 

hor dourves menu will be available. 

 

This year we are honored to have the 

musical styling of DJ Flexx. 

 

For ticket information contact Levi 

Murray III at 512-538-4770 or Art 

Sauls at 512-926-6216. 

https://www.facebook.com/LyonsJrLodge
https://www.facebook.com/LyonsJrLodge

