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On Saturday, June  14, 2014, the 

George Washington Carver Museum 

& Cultural Center combined its    

annual Juneteenth celebration      

with the Grand Opening of the             

Genealogy Center.  The theme was 

“It’s A Family Affair” and it was all 

about that!  Of course the Carver got 

things started with its annual 

Juneteenth festivities – watermelon, 

barbeque, ice cream, cupcakes, and 

book, jewelry, and apparel vendors.    

The program for the dedication and 

ribbon cutting ceremony for the   

genealogy center started with a lit-

eral “Procession Across Generations 

and Nations”.   Curator Bernadette 

Phifer gave a welcome to the        

occasion.  Distinguished guests,   

The Honorable Lloyd Doggett and 

The Honorable Dawna Dukes gave 

opening greetings and remarks.   

 

The Historic Carver Library building 

opened its doors to the public on 

June 14th as The George Washington 

Carver Genealogy Center.  The   

center will provide access to         

genealogical information such as 

databases, books, instructive        

material, monthly workshops and     

seminars.  The center will be an   

extension of the Carver Museum and 

Cultural Center and will act as a 

public resource for learning about 

family history making it a true 

“family affair”. 

Genealogy Center Has Grand Opening During Juneteenth Celebration  

Birthdays 
July:                                    
Gary Cobb, 01 
Barry Franklin, 07 * 
Arthur Sauls, 09 **                     
Bernadette Phifer, 12                 
Barry Franklin, 12               
Ervin Butler, Jr.,15      
Rev. Coby Shorter, III, 21 
Nancy Howard, 23 
Edward Roby, 27 * 
Jerry Eason, 28 * 
 
August:                    
Polly Emerson, 11     
Rev. Joseph Parker, Jr., 14 * 
Simon Hemby, 16 * 
Bobbie Arnold, 19       
Kathryn Stone, 21            
Vanessa Silas, 26 
Ronnie Hackett, 26 
Linda Clark, 28 
Terri Burditt, 30 
Grova Jones, 31 * 
 
September         
Leon Fisher, 02                       
Jewel Hudson, 07 * 
Dr. Avis Wallace, 09            
C. Sue Reed, 12 * 
Jeffrey Archer, 14                    
Evelyn Anderson, 15 
Polly Emerson, 16 * 
Scotty Holman, 19 
Dr. Allen Johnson, 19 
Lula Collins, 23 
Rosa Taylor, 23 
Rev. Joseph Parker, Jr., 25 

Anniversaries  * 

The new Genealogy Center is ready to open!!! 

Curator Bernadette Phifer gives opening remarks. 

  Ms. Phifer and a young member of the community cut the ribbon. 
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Alpha Omega 

Child Development Center 
 

Rose Henderson 

1317 Rosewood Ave.   Work 512-477-7558 

7600 N. Capitol of Texas Highway   Bldg. C   Suite 110 

Austin, TX 78731 

512-418-8998     512-699-4797 

GOLF TOURNAMENT TO HELP SUPPORT SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The Lyons Jr. Foundation is hosting its first annual Columbus Day Golf Classic at Avery Ranch Golf Club on October 13, 2014 at 8:00 a.m.  A 

portion of the proceeds from the tournament will help support the GWCA Art Sauls Scholarship Fund and the Peoples Community Clinic (PCC) in 

Austin.  A great day of golf is planned at the Avery Ranch Golf Club in Austin, TX (www.averyranchgolf.com). The event will include green fees 

(4-person best ball), cart, range balls, beverages, catered lunch, and awards reception following the golf. 

 

The mission of the Lyons Jr. Foundation is to spread charity upon mankind. That charity consists of scholarships, food, clothing, medical assis-

tance, and working with or providing funds to other Austin area charities that share our goals. The Foundation, in conjunction with Lyons Jr. 

Lodge No. 290, has raised or provided direct funds or resources to the American Cancer Society, Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA), 

Lisa's Hope Chest, the George Washington Carver Museum, and colleges and universities in the local Austin area. 

  
The Classic will help raise money to support the Art Sauls Scholarship Fund.  This scholarship fund was started by the George Washington Carver 

Museum Ambassadors to honor its founder and current president Art Sauls.  Ambassador Latrice McVade is Chair of the scholarship committee 

and she is assisting the Lyons Jr. Foundation in planning the golf tournament.  “This should be a great annual event that will go a long way towards 

ensuring the success of the Art Sauls Scholarship Fund,” said Ms. McVade, “Avery Ranch is a beautiful golf course.” 

  

Since 1970, the PCC has offered care with respect and dignity to people with little or no health insurance.  Their 10,000 patients have access to 

prenatal, pediatric, adolescent and adult care; immunizations; social work and integrated behavioral health services; and chronic disease manage-

ment. The Clinic offers pharmacy and lab services on-site.  Charges for services are on a sliding scale according to patient income and household 

size.  Simply put, good healthcare makes sense for their patients and is a critical investment into our community. 

 

If you would like to support this effort by sponsoring a hole, the cost is $100.  Other sponsorship opportunities are available on the tournament 

website:  http://www.columbusdayclassicgolf.com/   

 

If you would like to play in the tournament, the cost is $100 per person or $375 per team.  You can register on the website.  

Please contact Ambassadors David Featherston or Latrice McVade for more information.   

 

The Lyons Jr. Foundation is tax exempt under section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions made to the Foundation are tax  

deductible under section 170 of the Code. 

Curator’s Corner— Bernadette Phifer 
A Special Shout Out To Our Dues Paying Ambassadors!!! 

           Jerrett Robinson    Sugar Ray Destin     Pamela Vance              Emma Thompson 

           Jerry Eason            Harold G. Wells       Clayton T. Shorkey     Edward L. Roby 

           Leon Roberts         Levi Murray             Simon Hemby             Dr. Charles Akins 

           Latrice Davis         Art Sauls                  Polly Emerson             David Featherston 

           Linda Hill              Evelyn Anderson      Latrice McVade 

           LIFETIME MEMBERS: Kathryn A. Stone   Berthea Means    Linda Clark 

We have over 70 Ambassadors on our roster.  If you have not made arrangements to pay 

your dues please do so ASAP!!!  Your dues help us to support the museum and the  

community.  Bring a friend!  Thank you,  Art Sauls, President 

http://www.averyranchgolf.com/
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For more information on the GWCA contact: 

Arthur Sauls  512-926-6216 or  Polly Emerson   512-740-3104 

Ambassador Spotlight on  David Featherston 
How long have you been an Ambassador?  I’ve been an Ambassador for three years. 

Why did you join the organization?  I joined the organization for the same reason everyone else did – I was coerced by Art 

Sauls.  I have grown to love this organization though. 

Do you belong to any other groups?  I am a member of Lyons Jr. Lodge #290 and I am the Past President of CASA (Court 

Appointed Special Advocates) of Williamson County. 

Are you a native Austinite?  I am not a native Austinite.  I moved to Austin in October of 1985. 

Why?  I had been working as a Telecommunications Analyst for the Kansas Corporation Commission in Topeka, 

KS.  I was offered a position with the Public Utility Commission in Austin.  The job paid more money plus it 

was in Austin.  Choosing Austin over Topeka was the easiest “hard” decision that I’ve ever made. 

Where are you originally from?  I am originally from Kansas City, Kansas.  I graduated from Southern Illinois University at 

Carbondale in 1982 with a BS in Communications and an MBA from the same university in 1984. 

Are you married?  I am married to the lovely and talented Karen Elizabeth Featherston. 

How did you and your spouse meet?  We met at a country and western bar in Austin called Dallas Nite Club.    I had only 

been in town ten days.  We gravitated towards each other since we were the only black folks in the place, plus 

she was very cute.   She asked me out on a date the night we met and we married three years later. 

How long have you been married?  We celebrated our 25th wedding anniversary last October. 

Do you have any children?  Yes. 

How many children do you have and what are their names?  I have two smart and beautiful daughters, Sarah age 24 and Jessica 

age 19.  Sarah graduated from Texas A&M class of 2012 and Jessica is a sophomore at Texas A&M class of 2017. 

Are you still working or are you retired?  Yes and yes.  After 27 years I retired from the Public Utility Commission (PUC)  of 

Texas in March of 2013.  I was the Director of the Infrastructure & Reliability Division.  I took a nine month 

break and when I realized that my golf game wasn’t going to get any better, I went back to work. 

What was your job duties at the PUC?  I had a bunch of responsibilities at the PUC; two of my favorites were helping to 

decide whose backyard those ugly transmission lines went in and helping to oversee the restoration of power 

for 4 million people (including my sister in law and father) along the gulf coast after hurricanes Ike and Rita. 

What kind of work do you do now?  I am the Business Continuity & Emergency Management Coordinator for the         

Department of Assistive & Rehabilitative Services 

(DARS). 

What is your job description now?  At DARS I am responsible 

for updating and maintaining its Business           

Continuity Plan, which describes how the agency 

would continue operations after a devastating event 

such as a flood, fire, tornado, or terrorist event. 

Do you have any hobbies?  I play golf, I love photography and 

I love to travel.    San Francisco, Hawaii, Las Vegas, 

and Disneyworld are my favorite vacation spots. 

Has the organization changed since you’ve been a member?  Yes, 

somewhat. 

In what way?  We had more people actively involved in 

meetings when I first started.  However though 

there’s less member involvement we do have a great 

newsletter. 

What has been your most memorable experience as an Ambassador?     

I think getting to know a living legend like Dr. 

Charles Akins.  It has really been an honor for me.  

He is such an intelligent, classy, and selfless person and I hope to be like him when I grow up. 
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Sights and Sounds from the 2014 Juneteenth  

Celebration and Genealogy Center Opening 


