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The Ambassador 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

April: 

Gregory Smith, 06* 

 

May: 

Bertha 

Means,01                                    

Cynthia Harry, 02   

Judge Richard Scott, 07  * 

Harold Bowling, 14 

Faith Weaver, 21 

Rev. John McCormick, 26 

Rev. Coby Shorter, III, 28  * 

Latrice McVade, 30 

Gregory Smith, 31 

 

June: 

Allen Johnson, 04 * 

Harold Bowling, 06  *      

Leon Roberts, 19 * 

Vanessa Silas, 19 * 

Dr. Avis Wallace, 22 * 

Dr. Janelle Curlin-Taylor, 25        
Dr. Charles Akins, 26  * 

Bobbie Arnold, 27 * 
 

* Anniversary 
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Ambassador’s Host Fourth Annual Recognition Awards Ceremony 

The George Washington Carver Ambassadors, Inc. will have their 4th Annual Recognition 

Awards Tuesday, April 15, 2014 at the George Washington Carver and Cultural Center.  

 

Last year Polly Emerson (pictured right), Vice President of the G. W.C.A., Inc. 

was honored as the Ambassador of the Year.  Pamela Vance (pictured left) was 

honored as Rookie of the Year.   The Recognition Awards will 

be presented to members of the Ambassadors and individuals 

who have supported the Ambassadors.  VP  Emerson will be 

presenting the awards.  President Arthur Sauls will  present the 

Ambassador of the Year Award.  Here are the 2013 Nominees: 

 

OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD:  An individual who has had hands on approach 

to their membership to the Ambassadors.  This person took on a leadership role to the mission 

of the Ambassadors.  Nominees: 

Linda Clark Kathryn Stone  Harold Wells  Pamela Vance  Evelyn M. Anderson 

 

OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AWARD:  An individual who has lead major       

projects for the Ambassadors or partnered with the Carver Museum.  Nominees: 

      Allen Johnson        David Featherston     Latrice Davis     Simon Hemby, Jr.     

 

UNSUNG HERO AWARD:  Is an individual who supports the Ambassadors year after 

year, without any questions.  They always answer yes to whatever the request.  Nominees: 

Charles Gates Barry Franklyn    Victoria Lee Vanessa Silas 

 

ROOKIE OF THE YEAR AWARD:  Is an individual who is new to the Ambassadors.  

We salute them for their initial dedication to the goals of the Ambassadors.  Nominees: 

     Rose Taylor     Linda Hill 

 

AMBASSADOR OF THE YEAR AWARD:  This award symbolizes all of what it 

means to be an Ambassador.  This person is a beacon of leadership, always first to offer a hand 

with talent and service.  This individual actively represents the George Washington Carver  

Ambassadors in this true meaning of the word AMBASSADOR.  Nominees: 

              Harold Bowling     Simon Hemby, Jr.      Leon Roberts     Pamela Vance 

 

The Ambassadors Awards Recognition Program was established in December 2008.   

Mrs. Jewel Boswell Hudson was honored as our First Ambassador of the Year in 2009.   

Past Ambassador of the Year Winners: 

JEWEL BOSWELL HUDSON - 2009   TERRI BURDITT  –  2010 

LATRICE DAVIS  -    2011       POLLY EMERSON –   2012 
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Alpha Omega 

Child Development Center 
 

Rose Henderson 

1317 Rosewood Ave.   Work 512-477-7558 

Austin, Texas 78702    Home 512-385-5759 

7600 N. Capitol of Texas Highway   Bldg. C   Suite 110 

Austin, TX 78731 

512-418-8998     512-699-4797 

                      Gallery Talk with JACK WHITE – 

You’re Not Getting Older – You’re Just Getting Better 
On April 3rd the Carver hosted Gallery Talk with artist Jack White – and what a talk it 
was!!!  Mr. White gave a brief, but detailed synopsis of his life and work.  He is a native of 
rural North Carolina and has traveled, studied and taught all over the country.  One of his 
favorite places to teach, study and work was Greece, he said it was one of his “most    
rewarding adventures”.  He describes himself as a “traveling person” and “a museum 
lover”.   His neo-totem exhibit at the Carver is exquisite.  It’s one that you can’t afford to 
miss!!!  Make it a point to stop by the Carver museum and see the Jack White NEO-
TOTEMS RECENT COLLAGE DISCOVERIES currently on display through May 24th. 

Classes Available at the Carver 
 Keys of Life with Daphne McDole Piano Lessons  Tuesday:  4:30 - 7:30 p.m. Thursday: 7:00 - 

9:00 p.m. If interested in Keys of Life, please call 833-0546 or email missmcdole@keysoflife.com  
 

 Rhythm is Life: African Drum Class   Saturday: 2:00-3:30 p.m. Dance Studio  
 Instructor: Ibrahim Aminou     Learning basic African cultural rhythms.  Drum classes are $50              
 (adult) $25 (child) for a six-week session or $10 (adult) $5 (child) drop-in. Buy your Carver     
 Cultural Class Card today! Six to 12-week punch cards for families, adults and youth.  

 

 Principles in Movement in Afro-Brazilian Dance    Thursday: 5:30-7:00 p.m. Dance Studio  
 Instructor: Agatha Oliveria 

mailto:missmcdole@keysoflife.com


 

CURATOR'S CORNER…by Bernadette Phifer 

Thanks to each of you who participated in the Black History 

Month activities at the Carver.  As we celebrate every day of the 

year, “the month” was celebrated with lots of joy and pride. 

We need your voice to be heard in everything we do.  We stated 

the month off with a screening of “Eyes on the Prize:  The    

Promised Land” with writer and director Paul Stekler; Looking 

Onward and Upward:  Honoring the civil Rights Act” was     

sponsored by the National Forum for Black Public Administrators; 

“Curlilocks and the Three Pink Pandas” by Yolanda King was 

read and signed by kids of all ages; and “The Keys of Life-Do 

Motown” was the youth concert presented by our talented young 

people.  They are gifted and we must support them all the way.  

Thank you to Ms. Daphne McDole for guiding their talent. 
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For more information on the GWCA contact: 

Arthur Sauls  512-926-6216 or   

Polly Emerson   512-740-3104 

    Genealogy Report—By Allen Johnson, Ph. D. 

The big news is the anticipated opening of the Genealogy Center 

this Spring.  The interview process to hire a Genealogy Site     

Coordinator began in April.  This is the moment that has been a 

long time coming.  Below is a picture of Dr. Johnson receiving an 

award from Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell for his work in      

Genealogy in 2012. 

 

The major project we have for the seminars monthly is the      

scanning of historical documents that are valuable for African 

Americans doing genealogical research in Texas that are being 

donated by Ms. Ollie Giles to the Museum.  The library has 

loaned us scanners to use for this project and we have had three 

scanners donated by people who support the project.  A major 

need is a place to store the files electronically.  These records 

either need to be stored on the cloud belonging to the Carver   

Museum or on a server or computer system belonging to the   

Museum so that they can be accessed by people doing research.  

We will be able to put these records on www.familyserarch.org 

eventually for the world to access. It is anticipated that the     

scanning project will take over one year to complete. 

 

Also, in April the genealogy seminar will be entitled “City       

Directories:  A Possible Breaker of 

Roadblocks” presented by Mr. 

Ashton C. Mouton, Jr. M.S.  City 

Directories are an often over-looked 

source for genealogists.  Published 

from the early 1800’s, they contain 

names, addresses, occupations, and 

sometimes even the ethnicity of the 

people in the city.  Ashton will talk 

about what a City Directory is, what 

it can do for you, how to use it and 

how to find unknown relatives.  

Huston-Tillotson University President              
Announces Plans to Retire from the University 

 
Larry L. Earvin, Ph.D. 

(pictured right) will conclude 

his tenure as President and 

Chief Executive Officer of 

Huston-Tillotson University 

when his current contract 

ends on June 30, 2015.      

Earvin has served the        

University as its fifth       

President since July 1, 2000. 

Huston-Tillotson University 

is a small liberal arts          

historically black institution, 

offering Bachelor of Arts and     

Bachelor of Science degrees in more than 20 areas of study. 

Huston-Tillotson, with roots dating to 1875 and formed after 

the merger of Samuel Huston and Tillotson colleges, is    

Austin’s first institution of higher education. 

 

During his time, Earvin guided the University through       

successful 2002 and 2010 reaffirmation visits of the Southern 

Association of Colleges and Schools/Commission on        

Colleges; fulfilled the vision to renovate the Anthony and 

Louise Viaer - Alumni Hall; facilitated several grants for    

science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 

initiatives; established the William Edward Burghardt DuBois 

Honors Program for academically gifted students; and       

supported the creation of the Male Initiative on Learning and 

Excellence (MILE) now the Male Achievement and           

Persistence (MAP) and added the Women Advancing in  

Leadership and Knowledge (WALK) component. 

 

Earvin’s leadership has raised the visibility of HT.  HT moved 

from College to University designation in 2005, nearly       

doubling enrollment from 500 to 973 students, and more 

than doubling the institution’s endowment from $5 million to 

more than $11 million. 

  

Earvin leaves a legacy to the successor who can help advance 

Huston-Tillotson’s mission to provide opportunities to a   

diverse population for academic achievement with an        

emphasis on academic excellence, spiritual and ethical        

development, civic engagement, and leadership in a nurturing 

environment. 
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Dr. Allen Johnson—Up Close  and Personal 
 By Evelyn M. Anderson 

 Most of the members of the George Washington Carver Ambassadors know that Ambassador Allen Johnson is 

an expert in the field of genealogy which is the study of family ancestries and histories.  But, did they know that Johnson is 

also a Mormon, a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints; or that he carries the sickle cell anemia trait; 

or that he has seven grandchildren; or that he is originally from Clarksville, Texas? 

 Only 3% of African Americans living in the United States according to Wikipedia are Mormons.  Johnson      

became a Mormon because of a revelation he experienced urging him to join the church.  His father had become a    

member of the church because of a vision he experienced and went on to be ordained.   Johnson says he has experienced 

miracles in his life as a result of having joined the church.  He feels that when something is of God you can tell.   As a 

member he sings in the church choir.  His range is such that he can sing either tenor or bass. 

 Sickle cell anemia is a blood disorder that affects red blood cells.  While it is a disease that affects African   

Americans, about 20% of those with sickle cell anemia are Indian, Middle Eastern, or of Mediterranean or Hispanic     

origins.  Johnson found out he carried the sickle cell  trait when he gave blood for his ailing mother. Unlike someone who 

suffers from sickle cell anemia, as a carrier, according to an April 2014 article in the New York Times, should he marry 

someone who also has the trait and they had a child, that there would be a 25% chance that their child would  have the 

sickle cell disease.  After discovering he carried the trait, Johnson immersed himself in readings and research about the 

disease.  He also became as he puts it, “a health nut” devouring information on health issues with the goal of living a 

healthier lifestyle. 

 As for the seven grandchildren:  three are his son Eric’s 

children and three are his daughter Annalise’s children and one is 

his wife Pamela’s grandchild.   Both Eric and Annalise live in   

Leander, Texas.  The grandchildren’s names are Kania Jackson, 

Zaiah Jackson, Dustin Williams, Ainsley Johnson, Kamden       

Clayborne, and Kai Clayborne.  Lily Combs is Pamela’s grandchild.   

 Clarksville, the town Johnson hails from is between Paris 

and Texarkana, Texas.  At some point in his life Johnson moved to 

Endicott, New York which is south of Syracuse, New York.  He 

received a Masters in Electrical Engineering from Syracuse        

University and worked for IBM in Endicott.  Eventually he tired of 

the cold weather and in 1977 transferred to a new IBM facility in 

Austin.   For the past 36 years, Austin has been his home.  

 Johnson’s resume recounts an enviable work and academic history.  In the realm of academia Johnson has been 

an adjunct professor at the University of Texas at Austin and a professor and head of the computer science department at 

Huston-Tillotson University.  He received a PhD in electrical and computer engineering from the University of Texas 

Austin.   After retiring from IBM where he’d worked for thirty years, Johnson continued to be active in a variety of     

positions including: as a realtor with Better Homes and Garden Real Estate Bradfield Properties; as an agent for Business 

Brokers Network where he assisted people in buying and selling businesses; and as a business owner of Rainbow Analysis 

Systems Group, an Information Technology or IT firm. 

 So, how did Allen Johnson become an Ambassador?  First he volunteered at the Carver Museum and Cultural 

Center assisting Museum Curator Bernadette Phifer in developing a genealogy center due to open in June 2014. Second, 

he joined the Ambassadors.   Joining the George Washington Carver Ambassadors allowed him to be a part of an        

organization whose mission of supporting the Museum and Cultural Center matched his individual mission.   He heads 

the organization’s genealogy committee.  When asked about his favorite Ambassador event, hands down the best one  

according to Johnson is the Silver Bells Social.  It gives back to the community by inviting members of the community to 

the Carver Museum and Cultural Center annually; for an evening of fellowship and entertainment. 

The G.W. Carver museum is housed in a 36,000 square-foot facility that includes four galleries, a 

conference room, classroom, darkroom, dance studio, 134-seat theatre, and archival space. The 

galleries feature a core exhibit on Juneteenth, a permanent exhibit on Austin African-American 

families, an Artists’ Gallery, and a children’s exhibit on African-American scientists and inventors.  


