
www.austingwca.org 
Volume 2, Issue 4 

October-December  2013 

Editor: 

Polly Emerson 

Co-Editors: 

David Featherston 

Evelyn Martin-Anderson 

The Ambassador 

Birthdays and Anniversaries* 
October Birthdays: 
Melvin Tealer, 04 
Jewel Hudson, 06 
Lloyd Doggett, 06 
David Featherston, 08* 
Grova Jones, 09 
Carrie Lane, 11 
Levi Murray III, 18 
Harold Wells, 31* 
November Birthdays 
Edward Roby, 08 
Dr. Charles Akins, 09 
Simon Hemby Jr., 09 
Sue Reed, 11 
Leon Anderson, 11* 
Gwen Patrick, 26 
Leon Roberts, 26 
Arthur Sauls, 26* 
Nelson Linder, 27 
December Birthdays 
Willie Madison, 04 
Rev. John McCormick, 15 
Latrice Davis, 15 
Para Agboga, 15 
Janie Ellison, 17 

Harold Wells, 22 

Leon C. Anderson, 24 

Richard Glasco, 25 

Judge Richard Scott, 25 

Rev. Robert Davis, 30* 

Anniversaries* 

Inside this issue: 

Newsletter of the George Washington Carver Ambassadors, Inc. 

Changing the Story            1 

Cuttin Up 4 Education      2 

Bass Reeves, The Real Lone 

Ranger                              3 

GWCA Member Profile—

Cynthia Harry                  6 

  

   

Ambassadors Honored at 1st Annual Changing the Story Luncheon 
Excerpted from Official Luncheon Program Welcome by Michael Lofton 

 Over seven years ago, the Austin community, much like the nation at large was discussing and 

debating the cause and effects of the alarming number of African American male students who were 

disproportionally represented among those expelled or suspended from public schools nationally, state-

wide and locally.  I grew tired of us talking about the issue and decided to do something about it.  I 

wanted to simply “Change the Story” for our youth 

and community.  It was this catalyst that birthed the 

African American Men and Boys Foundation, which 

later grew into the African American Youth Harvest 

Foundation (AAYHF). 

 Of course we could not do this work by  

ourselves.  In fact, we stand on the shoulders of many 

“Story Changers” in this community.  Special  

congratulations were extended to this year’s award 

winners:  Albert Black, Dr. Meria Carstarphen, Roger 

Davis,  Ambassador Richard Glasco, Shannon 

Jones, Ambassador Nelson Linder, and Marc Ott.  

With profound gratitude, we are extremely happy to 

celebrate and to honor our first Legacy Changer  

Honoree, Ambassador Dr. Charles Akins, whose 

life is filled with many “firsts” that essentially built the 

bridge many of us have crossed.    

Dr. Akins accepts the Legacy Changer Award from 

Dr. Gregory Vincent and Michael Lofton on   Sept. 

26, 2013 at the AT&T Conference Center in Austin.  

Mr. Lofton is the Founder and Executive Director of 

the AAYHF. 

 

Ambassadors to Sponsor Festival of  Trees 
 The Festival of Trees, a pageant of special holiday programs traditionally 

held to celebrate the Christmas season, will be the premiere fund-raising event for 

the George Washington Carver Ambassadors this year.  The event is volunteer-

driven and organized, making it one of the most unique community events of its 

kind.  All proceeds will be used to support the needs of the George Washington 

Carver Museum and Cultural Center and to provide scholarships for students who 

participate in Art and Cultural Programs at the museum.  One change for 2013 is 

that a portion of the proceeds will also go to help needy families in Austin. 

 

 Sponsorships, both personal and corporate, are fundamental to the success 

of the George Washington Carver Museum Festival of Trees.  Whether it is an in-

kind sponsorship of goods or services, or a cash sponsorship towards the attractions 

of the trees, the opportunities for joining the “Festival Family” are nearly endless.  

For  more information on sponsorship contact Art Sauls at 512-926-6216 or Joseph 

Hawkins at 512-928-8403.  “I believe that the 2013 Festival of Trees will  be bigger 

and better than ever,” stated GWCA President Sauls.      



CUTTIN’ UP 4 EDUCATION 
 By Polly Emerson 

 Lisa Joyner, a local hair stylist, has always wanted to 

give back to her community.   So 7 years ago when she was 

introduced to Cuttin’ Up 4 Education  by the National  

City-Wide Beauty Barbers & Braiders Entrepreneurs 

(NCWBBBE), she was all over it.  Cuttin’ Up 4 Education 

has allowed Lisa  Joyner and Janell January to go out to the  

community to find individuals who need a little help getting 

ready to go back to school by giving them a helping hand.  

They make it possible for those in need to have a nice hair 

style or cut when they go back to school.   

 First, they find a place large enough to host the 
event.    The 1st year everyone volunteered their services out 
of their own salons; but for the past 6 years, the services have 
been offered at the gymnasium at the Givens Recreation  
Center.  But Joyner says they are quickly outgrowing this 
venue.  The event is only a ONE DAY event and the hours 
are 7 AM - 4 PM, always on the Sunday before  the AISD  
school year begins.  All they ask is that you come with clean 
hair and they will do the rest.    
 This year over 1,200 students received a hairstyle or 
cut during that one day the services were offered.  This year 
there were 26 stylists, 22 barbers, 10 braiders, and 4 nail techs 
volunteering at the event.   The volunteers were from Austin 
as well as Killeen, San Antonio, Waco, Dallas, Houston, and 
Louisiana.    
 Austin Sertoma  awarded Cuttin’ Up 4  Education 
the 2013 Service To Mankind Award which included a $500 
Target gift card.  This much needed gift card helped to secure 
supplies for the event.  Because of the generosity of Austin 
Sertoma, in addition to haircuts and hairstyles, school       
supplies were also given out to the kids.  Yves Hood also  
donated 70 back packs already filled with school supplies and 
books were donated by Officer Derrick Taylor.    
 Cuttin’ Up 4 Education gives special thanks to    
Austin Sertoma; Round Rock Sertoma; Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority; City of Austin; Derrick Taylor; Travis County   
Sheriff's Community Outreach; Diane DeWitty;  Yves Hood;  
Tiffany Burleson-Predom, Will Williams; Chase Bank; 
Daughters of the Elks Youth Department;  and volunteers 
from the U. S. Armed Forces stationed in Killeen, Texas.   
 As the number of students coming out to use this  
service grows each year, so does the need for more stylists,  
barbers, braiders, and nail techs.  If you want to volunteer or 
know someone in need, please contact Lisa Joyner at: 
 lisajhair@yahoo.com.    Come out and support the cause!!!    
 

Help us spread the word and we’ll see you next year!!! 
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For more information on the GWCA contact: 

Arthur Sauls  512-926-6216 or   

Polly Emerson   512-740-3104 

    

mailto:lisajhair@yahoo.com
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7600 N. Capitol of Texas Highway   Bldg. C   Suite 110 

Austin, TX 78731 

512-418-8998     512-699-4797 

Alpha Omega 

Child Development Center 
 

Rose Henderson 

1317 Rosewood Ave.   Work 512-477-7558 

Austin, Texas 78702    Home 512-385-5759 

 Bass Reeves: The Real Lone Ranger? 
By Hannah Eddy  (Submitted by Ambassador Jewel Hudson) 

This summer Walt Disney released The Lone Ranger starring Johnny Depp and Armie Hammer. The 

story, of course, is nothing new. The Lone Ranger today is an icon of the 20th century.  A closer look at 
the history of the Lone Ranger’s story however, suggests the possible inspiration for the legendary  
figure to be Bass Reeves, an often forgotten former slave and U.S. Marshall in the Indian Territory in the 
years preceding the Civil War.  
 Bass Reeves was born in 1838 in Crawford County, Arkansas, a child of slaves. He grew up in 
Grayson, Texas after his owner, William S. Reeves relocated there. During the Civil War, Bass claimed to 
have fought under the leadership of William Reeves’ son, Col. George Reeves in the Battles of Pea 
Ridge (1862), Chickamauga (1863), and Missionary Ridge (1863). Bass Reeves’ family however, claims 
an alternative story which suggests that between 1861 and 1862, Reeves attacked his owner in an     
argument over a card game and escaped into Indian Territory. Though the truth has yet to be determined, 
historians consider it unlikely that Reeves ever served in the last two battles. Regardless, after the war, it is understood that Reeves 
served as a guide for U.S. government officials as they passed through Indian Territory.  
 In 1875, Reeves began his career as a deputy U.S. Marshal under the guidance of Federal Judge Isaac Parker of the  
Western District of Arkansas. Roaming a 75,000 mile area in what is now mostly Oklahoma, Reeves was responsible for chasing 
and apprehending criminals. To do his job, Reeves employed a number of clever tricks and techniques all too reminiscent of the 
well known Masked Avenger. As a 6’2″ man, Reeves learned from the Native Americans how to make himself appear smaller on his 
strong white and grey horse. At times he would surprise outlaws by adopting their clothing and mannerisms. Just as the Lone 
Ranger gave out silver bullets, so too did Reeves give out silver dollars as calling cards. Reeves was also often accompanied by 
one particular Native American, whose name is unfortunately unknown to historians at this time. According to contemporary reports, 
Reeves apprehended more than 3,000 outlaws and killed 14 during his time as a marshal. Many of the criminals he apprehended 
were sent to Detroit to serve their time. Interestingly enough, it was in Detroit that the Lone Ranger radio program first aired.  
 What the Lone Ranger did in movies, Bass Reeves did in real life. Known for wielding a rifle along with two pistols on either 
hip and being a dangerously accurate shot, Reeves no doubt had an intimidating presence. It was his unwavering dedication to his 
job however, that gave Reeves his serious reputation throughout the West. Despite his success, Reeves was forced to retire in 
1907 when Oklahoma became a state due to the strict Jim Crow laws. Sadly, his larger than life persona has since been lost in the 
annals of history. While the story of the fictional Lone Ranger comes back time and time again, the true story of Bass Reeves     
continues on without much notice. 

Silver Bell Social To Be Held For Seniors 
Submitted by Leon Roberts 

 

Coming your way; the much awaited Silver Bell Social 

on December 19, 2013, featuring our own super stars, 

Pamela Hart and the James Polk Trio who will        

entertain you with the Jazziest show in Austin and it is 

FREE. But, bear in mind that you have to qualify to 

be in attendance and that qualification is to be a 

BONIFIDE Senior Citizen. We will be checking IDs, 

so if you do not fit the bill do not even bother to show 

up. Exceptions will be taken into consideration. Come 

on out for this extravaganza tribute to you our     

SENIORS.   We love ya.    

Lyons Jr. Lodge #290 and the Ambassadors to Host Turkey Shoot 
 Do you think you can bowl?  Then come out and try your luck at the Second Annual Turkey Shoot sponsored by 

Lyons Jr. Lodge #290 and the Ambassadors on November 23, 2013 at the Millennium Youth Entertainment Center from 

5:00 pm  until 7:30 pm (or until all the hams and turkeys are gone.)  Two strikes will win you a  ham or turkey, three       

consecutive strikes will win you both.  If you pick up a 7-10 split (called a Turkey in bowling-speak) you win both and a 

complete dinner valued at $30.  This is always a great time and it’s for a great cause. 
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Cynthia Harry is a charter member of the George Washington Carver Ambassadors.    

She initially joined the Ambassadors to help the George Washington Carver Museum 

and Cultural Center grow and to support the museum’s educational and cultural goals. 

 As with many Ambassadors, Ms. Harry is not an Austinite.  She is actually from 
Shreveport, La. and has a daughter, Briana Harry who is currently in graduate school at 
Dallas Baptist University pursuing a Masters of Education in Kinesiology.  Ms. Harry has 
been employed at IBM for the past 30 years as a business analyst.  In that position she is 
responsible for analyzing , reporting and making recommendations on topics as diverse 

as financial planning and labor, cost, and expense data.   
In addition to being a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha, Incorporated Sorority, Ms. Harry belongs to Women 

in Technology International. Women in Technology International (WITI) is a “premiere global organization        
empowering women in business and technology to achieve unimagined possibilities and transformations through 
technology, leadership and economic prosperity”.    She attends The Cross Work Christian Center.  The Cross Work 
Christian Center is an African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church located in Round Rock, Texas.  Ms. Harry was 
instrumental in creating the "BEACON", the first newsletter for the Metropolitan AME Church, located in East 
Austin. 

Traveling is one of her most avid hobbies.  She’s traveled to the Caribbean islands, visited several US states 
including New York, California, Tennessee and both Carolinas.    The island of Martinique is her favorite travel   
destination because it is the least touristy of all the other Caribbean Islands.   

She is an inveterate solver of crossword puzzles.  She also enjoys solving jigsaw puzzles because she says 
“they seem to relax my brain from the stress of corporate America.”  The 1,000 piece jigsaw puzzles are the greatest 
number she has ever worked with.  The one puzzle that remains a challenge to her is one depicting a building in 
Paris rendered in 3-D.   

When Ms. Harry looks back over the years she’s been active with the Ambassadors, she hasn’t seen much 
change in terms of the overall mission of the organization.  However, she has seen a growth in membership. 

As an Ambassador she has enjoyed the organization the most because of the many networking                

opportunities.  For Ms. Harry, the “Festival of Trees” continues to be the most memorable and enjoyable program 

produced by the Ambassadors. 

Ambassador Spotlight—Cynthia Harry 

Curator’s Corner—by Bernadette Phifer 
Genealogy Report—On October 26, 2013 the Carver hosted a Genealogy Workshop entitled “One Tree Many 

Branches.”  It was a great way to start into the wonderful world of discovery...learning who you are.  Also, don’t 

forget to watch the “Genealogy Road Show” every Monday at 8:00 pm  (check your local listings for channels).  

Our own Ambassador Dr. Allen Johnson is featured in one of the segments.  The Genealogy Building now has 

walls inside.  We will be conducting tours for Ambassadors as soon as it is safe to do so. 

 

Call for Quilts—We would like to have a short but very strong exhibit on Community Quilts in November.  If 

you know of any quilters, have quilts, or collect quilts give me a call at 512-974-3650. 

 

Memory Room— The Carver’s Memory Room is an ongoing project of oral history.  It is you telling your story 

in your way.  We want to know about you and your family.  Please call us to make your appointment for a session 

with Bruce Blackwell 512-974-4926 .  We would like to make a recorded history of you. 

 

Picture Day—  The Carver is planning a Picture Day, this event is when YOU bring YOUR photos to us (with 

proper identifications) and they will go in our archival photo file for the Museum.  Start getting them ready...the 

CALL will come soon. 

 

Flowers—Please note the new plants in the flower beds at the front of our campus grounds. We lost a number of 

plants and had to refresh the grounds with a new array of plants.  Please let us know if you like them! 


