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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

July: 

Gary Cobb—01 * 

Barry Franklin—07 * 

Arthur Sauls—09 

Bernadette Phifer—12 

Barry Franklin—12 

Rev. Coby Shorter III—21 

Nancy Howard—23 

Edward Roby—27 * 

 

August: 

Polly Emerson—11 

Rev. Joseph Parker, Jr.—14 * 

Simon Hemby—16 * 

Bobbie Arnold—19 

Kathryn Stone—21 

Vanessa Silas—26 

Ronnie Hackett—26 

Linda Clark—28 

Terri Burditt—30 

Grova Jones—31 * 

 

September: 

Leon Fisher—02 

Jewel Hudson—07 *   

Dr. Avis Wallace—09 

C. Sue Reed—12 * 

Jeffrey Archer—14 

Evelyn Anderson—15 

Polly Emerson—16 * 

Scotty Holman—19 

Dr. Allen Johnson—19 

Lula Collins—23 

Rosa Taylor—23 

Rev. Joseph Parker, Jr.—25 
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GWCA—Ten Years and Still Going Strong 
 

By Polly Emerson 

 
 The George Washington Carver Ambassador’s Tenth Anniversary Celebration on 

April 12, 2013 was a great success, thanks to the GWCA Planning Committee.  A special 

thanks goes to our planning committee chair, GWCA Terri Burditt who orchestrated the      

evening’s events.  The evening began with an exhibit by featured artists:  John Biggers, 

Reji Thomas, Deborah Roberts, and Gilbert Young and a welcome by Joseph Hawkins, 

Master of Ceremonies for the evening. 
 A buffet of culinary delights was provided for the crowd by 3 Small Plates       

Contemporary Tapas Catering.  Keys of Life, under the direction of Daphne McDole     

honored the audience with solos from Amiri Pittman on piano and Tabitha Hoxie on violin.   
 GWCA Kathryn Stone, Diplomat Chairperson, delivered info on the Diplomats.   

The Diplomats is the GWCA youth educational program which had been a dream of 

GWCA President Art Sauls, that has been brought to reality by Mrs. Stone.  She shared 

how the dream which had been for students from one school, had grown to encompass  

students from all East Austin schools and other local schools as well.   The Diplomats 

range from ages 8 to 12.  (Continued on back page) 

Left—GWCA President Art Sauls with Ambassador Dr. Charles Akins.  Right– Austin Mayor 

Pro Tem Sheryl Cole addresses the crowd as Master of Ceremonies Joseph Hawkins looks on.  

Ambassadors and Lyons Jr. Lodge #290 Team Up for Golf Tournament 
The GWCA and Lyons Jr. Lodge #290 will team up for a charity golf tournament on     

October 14, 2013 at Avery Ranch Golf Course.  The golf tournament will raise money for 

several local charities and will be the first joint effort for these two organizations since the 

Turkey Shoot last November.  “This golf tournament partnership has the potential to   

benefit both organizations and the local community for years to come,” said GWCA   

President Art Sauls, “More details will come as the event gets closer.”  Contact Art Sauls 

or David Featherston for more information. 



Jessica Featherston Wins  

Statewide Scholarship Contest 
 Jessica Featherston, daughter of Ambassador David  

Featherston, won the $2000 J. T. Maxey scholarship from the Most 

Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Texas on June 22, 2013 in 

Fort Worth.  Ms. Featherston qualified for this statewide           

competition by winning the District 24 Essay Scholarship         

competition in April 2013.  Her winning essay was on the topic, 

“What would Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. think if he were alive  

today?”  Ms. Featherston addressed that topic in this excerpt from 

her award winning essay:  

 

In the 45 years since the assassination of Dr. Martin     

Luther King Jr., our nation has come a long way.  Together, we 

have worked alongside each other to form a unity much stronger 

than what it used to be. And though I believe he would be proud of 

where we are today and how far we have come, I still cannot help 

but think that he would probably see that there is plenty of room for 

improvement. 

Dr. King’s famous speech preached of his lifelong dream 

of equality for all men and women, from every walk of life, every 

race and every age.  To Dr. King, it didn’t matter who you were or 

what background you came from.  All that mattered was that you 

were a human being who deserved nothing less than to be treated 

like every other human being.  We all deserve equality.  However, 

despite all of the heavy strides that we have taken as a nation, 

somewhere along the way, we have faltered... 

...If Dr. Martin Luther King were alive today, what would 

he have to say? In my opinion, I believe that he would be proud of 

the influence that he had had on our country. He was the kick-start 

to our “common sense” and had one of the biggest impacts on the 

lives in this nation that we had ever seen. If united we stand and 

divided we fall, then so far, he would believe that we are still  

standing strong. However, he would also believe that there is still 

ample room for improvement. Discrimination and segregation   

continue to exist. There is so much growth that we could           

accomplish as a 

society. It is 

never too late to 

eliminate the 

inequality that 

we face, and if 

he were here, he 

would be by all 

of our sides,  

telling us to keep 

pushing and   

persevering until 

we could all 

walk together as 

a society, hand in 

hand. Without fear. 

Without  hatred.  

Without separation.  

       With love. 
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For more information on the GWCA contact: 

Arthur Sauls  512-926-6216 or Polly Emerson  512-740-3104  

Jessica Featherston, above, pictured with her 

father David Featherston (left) and the Most  

Worshipful Grand Master Wilbert M. Curtis 

(right).  Ms. Featherston will attend Texas A&M 

in the fall and major in Biomedical Sciences. 

Trayvon Benjamin Martin: Our Fifty Year Symbol 
A First Hand Editorial by Jewel Boswell Hudson 

  Our Black sons are not only responsible for themselves, 

but for the actions and thoughts of other's feelings about them 

as Black Men, young or old.  IT'S YOUR FAULT BLACK MAN 

IF I SEE YOU AS A THUG OR A F**KIN A**HOLE; THAT'S 

MY RIGHT; WHAT RIGHTS DO YOU HAVE.........NONE! 

  Fifty years ago it was Emmitt Till that set off 

a Black Men civil rights awareness. Today, 2013 Trayvon     

Martin's death proves that our Black Men can no longer even 

walk the streets of a community where they live  or visit without 

first being thought of as a THUG OR A F**KIN A**HOLE, ON 

DRUGS OR SOMETHING, NOT ACTING RIGHT BY        

WALKING DOWN A PUBLIC STREET.  Not only profiled by 

the police, but by ones who says, “YOU DON'T BELONG 

HERE.” 

   I must confess that I didn't even think Trayvon's parents 

would get their day in court and I certainly knew that 6 White 

Women would not convict George Zimmermen.   So I am    

standing where I started, in front of the Capitol at the Hoodie 

March, but I am so proud of Mrs. Sabina Fulton and Mr. Tracy 

Martin for the fight and the rallying of the young and old, Blacks 

and the Whites who believe that they will make a difference, and 

they will, it will be slow and hard, but that's OK, nothing worth 

having is ever easy.  

  However, everyone has to join in on this dialog.  Talk 

about this with everyone you know.  Let them say all the stupid 

stuff that comes out of the mouths of the privileged..Why was he 

walking in the street?  What was he doing in that  neighbor-

hood   Why didn't he do this?  Why didn't he do that?  Let them 

talk and talk until they have said everything that they can. 

 Then ask them: 

 1.  Why didn't George Zimmerman think that Trayvon Martin was his 

neighbor’s grandson, son, nephew first? After all she testified for him. 

2. Why did he have to be a thug?  

3.  Why didn't he identify himself as the neighborhood watch, and ask 

young Martin, can I help you?  

4. How many robberies by White kids have happened in that     

neighborhood?  

5. Why did one robber by two Black Youth, condemn all Black Youth?  

6.  Why did a fist fight demand a gun shot? 

7.  Why didn't Trayvon Martin, the thug, use the soda can and bash in 

George Zimmerman head? 

8. Would that had knocked him out for a while? 

9.  Why in heaven's name did Mark O'Mara think that if "Martin had 

killed George Zimmerman he would not have been arrested" on the spot, 

not 44 days later? 

10. How many times has someone in your neighborhood followed you 

as you walked home?  etc...etc...etc... 

  This won't stop.  Our President gets it every day, but 

until we start fighting this injustice together, even those of us 

who think we have overcome and this has nothing to do with us, 

then I want you to fight for all of us to get where you are.  

  Mr. Tracy Martin is hurt to his core, not only for the 

unnecessary death of his son, but for what he didn't tell him: 
 IN AMERICA MY DARLING SON, YOU ARE NOT EQUAL 

AND YOU ARE NOT FREE, HERE IS YOUR ARMOR. 
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GWCA Spotlight-Leon Roberts 
By Evelyn M. Anderson 

Leon Roberts is a man who wears many hats:  GWCA 

member and Parliamentarian, musician, volunteer, father and 

husband.  He has been honored by arts institutions and has self-

lessly served his country and his chosen city.   

His life as a GWCA member began a decade ago when 

current GWCA President, Art Sauls invited him to become one 

of the founders of the GWCA organization.  His primary reason 

for joining the GWCA was an interest in the arts.  His goal was 

to further that interest and   support an arts institution, the George 

Washington Carver Museum. 

Roberts is originally from Savannah, Georgia.  He came 

to  Austin as a member of the US Air Force.  He retired from the 

Air Force in 1989 and by that time had made lifelong friendships 

in his adopted city and fallen in love with Austin.  Roberts cur-

rently volunteers for the Blood Bank and Food Bank as well as     

Blackland Community Center.  He is also an accomplished jazz 

organist and plays with a trio called Time Out.   

He is married to his childhood sweetheart, Patricia.  

They lived four blocks apart in Savannah, Georgia.  Their chil-

dren, Kimberly and Kevin were born in Austin.  Their daughter 

Kimberly currently resides in Pflugerville.  She has two children, 

18 year old Ashli who is heading to Grambling University next 

month, and 11 year old Kevin.  Kimberly named her son 

(Roberts’ grandson) after her brother Kevin who, like his father 

had joined the Air Force.  Roberts’ son Kevin had been a pilot 

who died flying a mission in 1999 when the wings of his plane 

came off.  Always proud of his son, Roberts is quick to share that  

Kevin had also been the first African American drum major at 

Texas A&M from 1988 to 1989. 

Roberts has received honors for both his volunteer 

work and  his music accomplishments, most notably from the 

Texas Music Museum.  Recently his likeness along with 99 

other Austinites was affixed to the Art in Public Places 

“Reflection” mural created by 

Houston artist Reginald Adams.  

The mural honors African 

Americans who have             

contributed in some significant 

way to the cultural, historical, 

political and social life of     

Austin.  

        As a GWCA member, 

Leon Roberts has seen changes 

within the organization over the 

years.  He laments the loss of 

key  members who have either 

passed away or moved on to 

other  chapters in their lives.    

          Every year  Roberts looks 

forward to GWCA's annual  

Silver Bell Social.  The social invites seniors to the Carver  

Museum and Cultural Center to enjoy an evening of local   

musical talent,  socializing and dining. 

In the final analysis, Leon Roberts has lived and    

continues to live a very full life and being a GWCA member is 

a significant part of it. 

Ambassador Levi Murray III Opens  

New Business in Cedar Park 
 Ambassador Levi Murray III had the Grand    

Opening of his new business venture, Elements Therapeutic 

Massage, Thursday, July 11, 2013, in the Lakeline Mall area 

adjacent to the new HEB Plus. 

“We have been open since May and the Austin community 

and Cedar Park has really embraced us.  We are a massage 

only  franchise that offers the best   massage in the area.  We 

have memberships, 

not  contracts, if we 

do our job we will 

earn your loyalty,” 

said Mr. Murray. The 

Grand Opening was  

attended by a large 

crowd including the 

Cedar Park Mayor  

Matt Powell and the     

members of the    

Austin and  Cedar 

Park Chambers of 

Commerce.  

http://www.eastside-optical.com/
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 GWCA 10th Anniversary Celebration (continued from page 1) 
 Activities and projects completed by the Diplomats include:  learning George Washington Carver's 8 

Cardinal virtues presented by GWCA Kathryn Stone and GWCA Linda Clark; computer classes and a contest 

presented by Tim Weber; a nutrition class and book talk presented by GWCA Kathryn Stone and GWCA Rosa 

Taylor;  a presentation by GWCA Richard Glasco, who challenged them to read 10 books this summer;         

Bernadette Phifer, curator of the Carver Museum, who encouraged them to take into account the principles of 

George Washington Carver;  and GWCA Pamela Vance, who engaged the students using a replica of the 

"traveling trunk," similar to the one at the National Museum, displaying artifacts, old clothing and books from 

the past.   
 GWCA Leon Roberts addressed the crowd about the Annual GWCA Festival of Trees.  The Festival of 

Trees has been a major attraction at the Carver Museum for 8 years.  It features Christmas trees sponsored by 

groups or individuals which are then put on display throughout the museum.  Mr. Roberts stated that his favorite 

part of the annual event is the Silver Bell Social, which is a musical event held exclusively for senior citizens.  

The Silver Bell Social has showcased songstress Pamela Hart and The James Polk Trio for all eight years.  
 Austin Mayor Pro Tem Sheryl Cole, brought greetings from the City of Austin, citing its continued   

support for the Carver Museum.  The guest speaker for the occasion was Dr. Gregory J. Vincent, Vice President 

for Diversity and Community Engagement at the University of Texas at Austin.  Dr. Vincent’s topic was “The 

Importance of African American Art.”  After expounding on the importance of African American Art, Dr.     

Vincent, on behalf of UT, made a pledge of $25,000 to help the GWCA in its mission to help 

support the Carver Museum.  He also pledged to match whatever amount GWCA raised over 

the $25,000.  This much needed and generous pledge was well received.    
 GWCA President, Art Sauls, accompanied by former State  Representative            

Wilhelmina Delco, and GWCA Dr. Charles Akins presented GWCA service awards for 2012 

to the following:  Polly Emerson, Ambassador of the Year; Pamela Vance, Rookie of the 

Year; Leon Roberts and Harold Bowling, Outstanding Service Award; Harold Bowling and 

Ervin Butler, Outstanding Dedication Award; and Barry Franklin, Unsung Hero Award.  
 The evening was highlighted with an announcement by GWCA Terri Burditt of a 

scholarship in the name of GWCA President Art Sauls.  This honor could not be given to a 

more worthy individual.  GWCA is looking forward to giving many more positive years 

of support to the George Washington Carver Museum and  Cultural Center.                

Come join us! 


