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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

April 

J.M. Richardson, 27                        

Gregory Smith, 06  * 

                             

 May        

Cynthia Harry, 02                        

Judge Richard Scott, 07  * 

Harold Bowling, 14                     

Rev. Coby Shorter, III, 28  * 

Faith Weaver, 21 

Rev. John McCormick, 26 

Latrice McVade, 30 

Gregory Smith, 31 

 

 June 

Dr. Janelle Curlin-Taylor, 25         

Allen Johnson, 04  * 

Harold Bowling, 06  * 

Leon Roberts, 19  * 

Vanessa Silas, 19  * 

Dr. Avis Wallace, 22  * 

Dr. Charles Akins, 26  * 

Bobby Arnold, 27  * 
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George Washington Carver Ambassadors 

Tenth Anniversary Celebration Reception 
By Terri Burditt 

 
On April 12th, 2013, the George Washington Carver Ambassadors (pictured below in 2011) will 

celebrate ten years of  supporting the George Washington Carver Museum and Cultural Center, a 

recognized and integral part of the East Austin community. The Carver Museum has played a     

significant role in increasing the awareness of African American Heritage and promoting activities 

that improve the quality of life in the Austin community. The Ambassadors have supported this 

shared vision through volunteerism, financial support and collaboration on events. Please join us for 

an evening of integrating three art inspired themes.    

 

The first theme is, “Art is Creation.” Showcased will be collectable art pieces donated by the     

Ambassadors to the Carver museum. The second theme is, “Art is Communication.” Noted 

speaker, Dr. Gregory Vincent, Vice President for Diversity and Community Engagement at the   

University of Texas will give remarks on the "Importance of African American Art." Dr. Vincent 

has been recognized throughout the United States and is the recipient of numerous awards. Dr.    

Vincent’s focus and initiative is to build partnerships to solve challenges related to education, social 

justice, equity and access. The third theme, ”Art is Celebration” will highlight piano and violin  

performances from two talented music schools.  

 
The celebration will be held at the Carver Museum at 1165 Angelina St, Austin, Texas from             

6-8:30pm. You may RSVP via the website at www.austingwca.org, the George Washington Carver 

Ambassador’s facebook page or contact the Carver museum at 512.974.4926. There is no cost to 

attend; donations will be accepted to benefit the Carver Museum programs. Thank you for          

supporting and attending this event. 

 

The Ambassadors are currently 70 members strong and growing.   For more information on joining 

the Ambassadors please contact:  Arthur Sauls  512-926-6216 or  Polly Emerson   512-740-3104. 

 

          Mayor Pro-Tem Sheryl Cole To Present Proclamation 
Mayor Pro-Tem Sheryl Cole (pictured above right) will present Art Sauls and the 

George  Washington Carver Ambassadors with a Proclamation from the City of Austin       

honoring the GWCA for Ten years of service to the Carver Museum.  The             

proclamation will be presented at the  April 11, 2013 City Council meeting. 

     

http://www.austingwca.org
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoKloyF1RcnMAD_mJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fyhs%2Fsearch%3Fp%3Dsheryl%2Bcole%2Bmayor%2Bpro%2Btem%26fr2%3Dpiv-web%26hsimp%3Dyhs-zugo%26hspar


CURATOR’S CORNER—by Bernadette Phifer 

The Call 
 It may seem to you that at any given time you 

are  receiving some kind of “CALL” from me. 

I must admit this is a fact…I am always    

asking for something. The Carver is an      

institution for and about you, so that means 

we need our  materials to reflect YOU.  Every 

day is an  opportunity for you to participate in what we 

do…celebrate, honor, collect, research, exhibit, preserve,      

interpret and more. Here is your chance to join us in our 

work by donating or submitting for loan (to be copied and 

returned) your historic family, organizations, individual, 

events, baby, wedding photographs and more. When you 

submit your photographs to us we not only use them as 

collections and in exhibitions but also consider them for 

possible use in our marketing and programming. Allow us 

to have your face, to show your face, and to tell your story. 

We are looking for photographs that show interior and  

exterior shots of homes, buildings, events, and      

neighborhoods. WE want photos of where we live and what 

we do. That staged photograph isn’t telling much of a story. 

Remember when we take photographs we are recording 

history. We will file your history of photographs in the 

Carver Archives. You are our resource. If you have     

questions about this opportunity please contact me at (512)   

974-3650 or email me at Bernaette.phifer@austintexas.gov.  

The Carver Museum believes what we look like should 

look like YOU! Can you help us?    

                     Will you answer "The Call?” 
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  Submitted Evelyn M. Anderson  

   Latrice McVade, a native Austinite has been an 

Ambassador for eight years and is currently the         

Corresponding Secretary.  She cites many reasons for 

joining the Ambassadors but she credits charter 

members as the main reason she decided to join the 

organization. 

Ambassador Profile:  Latrice McVade 

Around the Carver Museum 

   The original founders, Ms. McVade believes, were passionate 

about meeting the goals and purposes of the Ambassadors.  Just like 

the rest of the Ambassadors, Ms. McVade possesses a strong desire 

to preserve African American culture and history and believed the          

organization could in conjunction with the museum, create for future  

generations of Austinites an arts institution that would preserve     

African American culture, history and heritage. 

     Ms. McVade readily admits the passing of some older members 

has been the most jarring change.    However she strongly believes  

the remaining membership honors these deceased members’ spirit by 

supporting the Museum through volunteer service, financial support 

and collaborations on programs and events. 

   Her most memorable moment occurred during the ribbon cutting 

ceremony which officially opened the doors of the Carver Museum.  

“It was amazing to see this beautiful new facility come to life for us, 

the African descendants living in  Austin, Texas and the United 

States.  It was profound to know that the architect's unique structure 

of the building and its materials reflect all  dimensions of the         

African-American culture”.   

   The “unique structure” Ms. McVade refers to include the colored 

concrete blocks located at the entrance of the museum that represent 

the “quilting patterns of   African mud-cloth”; it also includes the 

door handles that are in the shape of the Sankofa symbol.  “These 

handles look as if two birds (like swans) are swimming toward each 

other with their heads looking back over their body.”  She states that 

“san” means to return, “ko” means to go, and “fa” means to look, 

seek and take.  The symbol represents the African proverb, “it is not 

wrong to go back for that which you have forgotten”.  Ms. McVade 

describes opening the doors of the Carver Museum and stepping into 

the foyer which is known as “The Drum”, a reference to an African 

drum.   

   She was profoundly affected by the ribbon cutting ceremony.  “I 

will forever cherish this day and will share the good news about the 

Carver Museum and Cultural Center because all people from around 

the world and especially African  Americans need to enter the doors  

at least once!”  She also cites the 10th Anniversary as a highlight of 

her years as an Ambassador, “I’m proud that the Ambassadors are 

the only non-profit group  whose mission statement is to support the 

George Washington Carver Museum and Cultural Center.”  

http://us.mc1812.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Bernadette.phifer@austintexas.gov
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1050 E. 11th Austin, TX 78704 
Vision Testing, Single Vision Lenses, and Frame $125.00 
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Rose Henderson 
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Austin, Texas 78702    Home 512-385-5759 

"We are the Diplomats"                                                                                               
    By Kathryn A. Stone    

The Diplomat Youth Program is sponsored by the George Washington 

Carver Ambassadors (GWCA).  The students are recruited from the 

Rosewood  Community and range in ages from 8-12. They learn all of 

the virtues of Dr. Carver and try to apply them to their daily living. The   

program activities  currently take place at the Carver Museum. Ms. 

Phifer, curator at the museum, has spoken to the students about Dr. 

Carver. They have been learning about all of Dr. Carvers virtues for 

young people and his life. Future activities to come will be an            

introduction to the new Chrome Books  provided through a grant from 

IBM written by Mrs. Vance, who is a member of the GWCA. The     

students will be taught computer skills that will help them be          

successful. Other upcoming speakers will be Mr. Richard Glasco and 

Mr. Barry Franklin, both are members of GWCA.  The program started 

January 29th and will end for the Spring session on May 14th. This is 

the first year of the Diplomat program and the 10th Anniversary of the 

George Washington Carver Ambassadors. We hope to recruit more 

students for the fall and hope to have a summer computer camp. 

Diplomats, Jaelyn, Nikki, Jaremy, and Jordan 

(left) were given nutritional snacks, (peanut 

butter, celery and raisins) & Kids Cookbooks 

donated by the Sustainable Food Center. The red 

ants on a log is a healthy alternative to sweets. 

Mrs. Stone and Mrs. Taylor assist the students in 

this activities.  

 

   Carver Genealogy Center to Open in 2013 
Submitted by David Featherston 

According to Carver Museum curator Bernadette Phifer, the 

Carver Genealogy Center is scheduled to open sometime later in  

2013.  The Carver Genealogy Center will be the first free   

standing genealogy center in the United States and it will be 

housed in the historic Carver Library building.  “The historic 

library building is currently being remodeled and I am in the 

process of hiring a Site Coordinator for the Genealogy Center,” 

said Ms. Phifer. 

 

Part of the charge of the museum, according to Ms. Phifer, is to 

document history and interpret what we see.  Having a          

genealogy center will also assist people in finding their own 

family history.  This will allow us to reach back and find our 

history and document it step by step so that we know who we 

are and where we came from. 

 

“We intend to have programming targeting kids as young as six 

years old.  The Genealogy Center will help give our children an 

alternative to the streets and help them to gain pride within 

themselves and the community,” added Ms. Phifer. 

A Special Thanks to the 10th Anniversary  

Planning Committee 
President—Arthur Sauls 

Chairperson-Terri Burditt 

Co-Chairperson-Joseph Hawkins 

 

Art 
Alta Alexander                   Allen Johnson 

     Harold Bowling                  Bernadette Phifer 

 Linda Hill                            Pamela Vance 

Hospitality 
   Charles Akins                       Latrice McVade 

         Latrice Davis                        Gwendolyn Patrick  

 Simon Hemby Jr.                 Kathryn Stone 

Marketing 
Evelyn Martin Anderson       Jerrett Robinson 

Michelle Lawson 
Program 

     Polly Emerson                      David Featherston 

Leon Roberts 
 

http://www.eastside-optical.com/




George Washington Carver Ambassadors 

Tenth Anniversary Reception 
Master of Ceremonies Mr. Joseph Hawkins 

Order of Events  
6:00 pm 

Museum Exhibit Tours 

6:30 pm 

Buffet Opens 

7:15 pm 

Welcome 

GWCA Purpose 

 

Violin Solo     Ms. Tabitha Hoxie 

Remarks from City Official    Mayor Pro Tem Sheryl Cole 

Remarks from Curator   Ms. Bernadette Phifer 

 

GWCA Community Initiatives 

Diplomats      Ms. Kathryn Stone 

Festival of Trees       Mr. Leon Roberts 

Piano Solo    Mr. Amiri Pittman 

 

Guest Speaker     Dr. Gregory J. Vincent 

Vice President for Diversity and Community Engagement 

“The Importance of African American Art” 

 

Remarks from GWCA President      Mr. Arthur Sauls 

Acknowledgements 

Drawings 

End of Program 

 

Special Thanks 
Keys of Life 

The Austin Playhouse 

Driver School of Music 

Texas Performing Arts Austin  

Ballet Austin Butler Community School 

3 Small Plates Contemporary Tapas Catering 

The University of Texas at Austin Division of Diversity and Community Engagement 
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Birmingham Children of the Morning        Linoleum Cut        Dr. John Biggers -Artist  

The Biggers print was presented to Bernadette Phifer, Carver Museum Curator at the George 

Washington Carver Ambassadors April 2012 meeting.  It was created after the Birmingham,   

Alabama 16th Street Baptist Church bombing on September 15, 1963.  The artist, Dr. John      

Thomas Biggers (1924-2001) was a major African American painter, muralist, illustrator, sculptor 

and educator from North Carolina who founded the art department at Texas Southern University.  

 

 

Miz Lela's Baby      Numbered Print        Gilbert Young -Artist  

The newest art donation to the George Washington Carver Museum and Cultural Center was given to the 

Ambassadors by  James and Benita Love of Killeen, Texas in 2013.  They are black art advocates, collectors 

and friends of Ambassador Polly Emerson whose husband, Paul grew up with James in Sacramento,        

California.  The artist, Gilbert Young is a painter, muralist, graphic artist and native of Cincinnati, Ohio 

whose works show African Americans as a people of a rich heritage.  He said this is "a piece I really enjoyed 

painting.  Look at it and you think the boy is Miz Lela's baby.  In fact the woman is Miz Lela's baby, and 

Lela is my mother-in-law.”  

Ambassadors Provide Support To The Museum In Many Ways 
The George Washington Carver Ambassadors are proud to support the museum in all levels of outreach, be it visual arts, 

performing arts or education in the arts.  The Ambassadors strive to further the museum’s mission of uplifting and         

supporting African American traditions, history and culture by offering continued volunteer service, financial support, and 

collaboration on programs and events throughout the year. The Ambassadors have recently donated a Museum Touring 

System that includes private headphones and chargers.  Below are some of the other items that the Ambassadors have   

donated to the Carver museum over the years.  (excerpted in part from the GWCA website) 

George Washington Carver Letter  

This letter was purchased at private auction by Jewell Boswell Hudson on  

behalf of the Ambassadors and presented to the museum in 2005.  Carver kept 

up correspondence with many people across the United States.  In this letter to 

Mrs. Slagle of Franklin, North Carolina, he writes of a great flood.  

Rite of Passage (2000)    Glass & Metal Sculpture    Rejina Thomas -Artist  

The first piece donated by the Ambassadors was displayed in the old museum building on loan by the artist and 

purchased when moved to the new building in 2005.  The artist, Rejina Thomas is known for her commissioned 

glass work  produced through her Graphic Glass Studios.  An Austin resident for over 20 years, Rejina's work 

ranges from functional furniture to architectural  embellishment pieces, glass trophies, plaques and paintings on 

canvas and glass.  

Ain't yo mama no more (2006)        Oil on canvas        Deborah Roberts -Artist  

This piece was selected by David Driskell from a Dougherty Arts Center exhibit and donated 

by the Ambassadors in 2006.  Deborah Roberts is an Austin native and is currently a Fellow at 

Syracuse University.  According to Roberts:  "In this painting there is a history of use, so there 

is a cross  section of irony, time, meaning and humanity present in the work".  She also has 

exhibits in Syracuse (Community Folk Art Center thru May), San Francisco (MCCLA Gallery 

in April -June) and London, England (Lewisham Arthouse in July).   Ms. Roberts’ work can 

also be found in the private collections of Oprah Winfrey, Bill Cosby, and Nancy Wilson. 
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