
The Capital City African American Chamber of       

Commerce (CCAACC), celebrated its 30th Anniversary 

on February 9, 2012 at its Annual Awards Gala. The 

program, which occurred during Black History Month, 

included the honorary awarding of the Lifetime 

Achievement Award to the visionaries whose leadership 

helped to establish the Chamber in 1982. These eleven 

founders were met with  a standing   ovation from the 

audience.  More than 250 entrepreneurs, business and 

community leaders joined the CCAACC to celebrate the 

achievements of African American business and    

emerging leaders within Central Texas. CCAACC   

presented awards to the   following founders:      Freddie 

Dixon, Tommy Wyatt, Ada  Anderson,   Mildred Sneed, 

Arthur Sauls, Carol Hadnot, Juanita Ross, Kenny Sneed, 

Norris Carr, Larry Beck, Jr.,and Bertrand Adams          

(deceased).  From the CCACC Website 

It has been more than half a century 

since the Anderson High School 

Yellowjackets celebrated their 

fourth and final state championship 

in football. For the longest time the 

fate of the   Prairie View Interscho-

lastic League (PVIL) trophies hon-

oring those title-winning was a 

mystery. 

They won't be found at the existing 

L.C. Anderson High School, which 

opened in northwest Austin in 1973 

with a desegregated    student body 

that adopted a different mascot and 

different school colors from its 

namesake predecessor. 

"During those early days, there 

were only two high schools," said 

Charles Akins, a 1950 Anderson 

graduate who played clarinet in 

the school's band. "We felt that if 

Austin High was going to be the 

best, Anderson was going to be 

the best on the other side of town. 

That was the quest academically 

and athletically." 

The state championship trophies, 

it turns out, are located within a 

mile of each other in East       

Austin. The first three             

state  championship trophies  

reside at the George Washington 

Carver Museum and Cultural    

Center, which plans to showcase the 

trophies — as well as team photos 

of Anderson's 1942 and 1957  

championship teams — as part of an 

exhibit that will open in the fall. 

The fourth championship trophy is 

displayed at the University of Tex-

as' Community Engagement Center 

on the second floor of the Griffin 

Building, where it is one of several 

items honoring such PVIL competi-

tors as Anderson, Houston Yates 

and Houston Wheatley. 

This article was excerpted with permission from 

the March 29, 2012 edition of the Austin 

American –Statesman written by  Danny Davis. 

Art Sauls Honored at CCAACC 30th Anniversary Celebration 
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 Bernadette Phifer shows off Anderson’s three state championship trophies from 1956, 1957, and 1961. 
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The Carver Museum is now enrolling for Youth Arts Safari Summer 

Camp.  Camp dates will be July 23 through August 10.  Drop-off will begin at 7:30 

a.m. and pick-up begins at 5 p.m.  The camp is for kids 7-12 years old. The  focus of 

the camp will be the African American and African Diaspora Influence on art, music, 

and more. 
The registration fee is $45 and the camp fee will be $100 per week.       

Enrollment for one, two, or three weeks is accepted, but enrollment for the duration is 

preferred.   
If interested in participation, please email faith.weaver@austintexas.gov for 

an enrollment form (forms also available in the Carver kiosk), then fill out and return 

to the front desk with the enrollment fee to reserve your child's spot.  Enrollment is 

limited and will be given on a first-come, first-served basis.   

Museum To Host Youth Arts Safari Summer Camp 
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April is Texas Minority Cancer Awareness Month 
The simple fact is that minorities are more likely to die of cancer than whites, and we know that part of that toll is preventable through messaging 

about diet, smoking, exercise, and early detection. Texas Minority Cancer Awareness Month is a time to reach out to a large population who are 

diagnosed at a later cancer stage and die sooner.  At a time when some minorities are almost twice as likely as whites to be diagnosed with late stage 

cancer, we must investigate the reasons why and place special emphasis on the cancers we know can be prevented and detected early. 

African Americans with cancer have the highest death rate and shortest survival rate of any other race or ethnicity. In fact, when compared to white 

men and women, the death rate is an astounding 32% higher for African American men and 16% higher for African American women. There are 

proven ways to prevent and detect cancer, and here are some that have the potential of making a real difference in the lives of Texas minorities. 

1. Don’t smoke. Lung cancer kills more African Americans than any other cancer. It is the leading cause of cancer death among Hispanic men and 

is second to breast cancer for Hispanic women. If you need help to quit smoking, 1-877-YES-QUIT is a toll-free service. 

2. Eat healthier. Add more fruits and vegetables to your diet, choose whole grains over processed grains, eat less red meat, and drink fewer   sugary 

drinks. Stomach cancer is an amazing 70% higher in Hispanics than whites. A diet high in vegetables and fruits helps protect against this type of 

cancer and prevents obesity, which is also a cause of cancer. Obesity increases the risk for many types of cancer, and 44% of African  American 

adults and 43% of Hispanic adults are considered to be obese. 

3. Exercise.  Lack of exercise is also related to obesity and increased cancer risk. Even a simple walk 2 or 3 times a week could make a  difference. 

4. Get screened.  Several cancers can be detected early. Women 40 and older should have a mammogram every year. Cervical cancer, which is 

preventable through Pap screenings, is 70% higher in Hispanic women than in whites. Colon cancer can be prevented and screening is recommended 

for everyone 50 and older. For people with a family history of breast or colon cancer, your physician may recommend earlier screening. Cancers are 

often successfully treated if caught at an early stage. 

5. See your physician.  If you find a lump or something does not seem right with your body, talk to your physician. An annual checkup is          

recommended as there may not be symptoms of early cancer. 

6. Know where to go for help.  If you do not have health insurance, there may be a community clinic that can help you. Find out their locations 

through the American Cancer Society at 1-800-227-2345. 

(A special thanks to the Minority Cancer Prevention Affiliates for this article) 

 

 

Genealogy Update by Dr. Allen Johnson 

 

The Genealogy committee has been working on two primary fronts, one is preparing for the opening of the Carver Museum Genealogy Center  

sometime this year in our historic building which is the oldest library building in Austin, and the second is holding genealogy seminars once a month,  

typically on the fourth Saturday of each month except December and July. 

 

We have a commitment from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to make our genealogy center the equivalent of their other Family   

History Centers in the Austin area. This means access to the special genealogy software and internet services for free that would otherwise cost   

thousands of dollars. This means a cadre of genealogy volunteers who are willing to work at the center with the expertise to help people find their 

ancestors.  We have been holding seminars on a regular basis for some time now and we are happy to report that there are a number of genealogy 

experts in the African American community who are willing to participate in delivering seminars and helping on a volunteer basis when the         

center opens. 

 

Here are the topics we put together:  African American Genealogy basics (Allen Johnson/Simon Hemby), Family Search / Family                        

History Center,  Prisons - Cathy Barnes Urdy Rambo, Land Records, Texas Genealogy, Finding your African clan through drums, Census Records,   

Military Records, Court & vital records, Civil war / Reconstruction Databases, Finding African American Ancestors before 1870, African American 

Cemeteries in Texas, Resources on the internet.  Anyone reading this newsletter can feel free to contact Allen Johnson with what they would like to 

see as a seminar topic and volunteer to present a seminar topic. You can contact Dr. Allen Johnson at amjohnson2@gmail.com. 

mailto:faith.weaver@austintexas.gov
mailto:amjohnson2@gmail.com


Curator’s Corner—from Bernadette Phifer 

The Carver' Museum’s 

Juneteenth Celebration is Satur-

day, June 16 from noon-4 p.m. 

Volunteers are needed for game 

stations, character interpretation for 

the Texas Slave Narratives, and 

greeters. Also volunteers will be 

needed to help with set-up, break-

down and cleanup. Volunteers may 

serve in 2 hour or 4 hour shifts. 

Those interested in volunteering  

can contact: 

 danita.nelson@austintexas.gov.  

A Juneteenth Marketplace will be 

also be available. Interested vendors 

can contact : 

faith.weaver@austintexas.gov. 

On Tuesday, May 22 at 6 pm at    the 

George Washington Carver        Mu-

seum, the Texas Court Appointed Spe-

cial Advocates (CASA) will host a 

reception for African American     vol-

unteer recruitment.  Texas CASA part-

ners with the CASA community to be a 

voice for abused or neglected children 

through the power of volunteer advoca-

cy and change in the child 

protection system.  For more infor-

mation go to http://texascasa.org.  

[Update-this meeting has been moved 

to Huston-Tillotson University.] 

 

Carver Museum To Host Texas CASA 

and Juneteenth Celebration 
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     The Passing Of  An American Icon - Elizabeth Catlett  
FRIENDS, We will miss ELIZABETH CATLETT (pictured right), but her legacy 
will forever live on. We have been asked to pass along the following from the MO-
RA CATLETT FAMILY. 
 
We are informing you that Elizabeth Catlett, has peacefully passed away April 2, 
2012, at her home in Cuernavaca, Morelos, Mexico. She is survived by her three 
children Francisco, Juan and David Mora Catlett, her daughters in law, Danys Pe-
rez, Maria Antonieta Alvarez Mora and Sigrid Kistner, her grandchildren, Crystal 
Mora, Ife Mora, Paulina Mora, Naima Mora, Nia Mora, Citlali Mora, Mahalia Mora, 
Liethis Hechavarria, Jasmin Mora, Diego Mora, and her great grand children Sofia 
Piana, Noah Black, Niya Mora, Aza Mackin, Yuma Sanchez and Milan Castellanos. 
 
The Mora Catlett family 
 
 

  

                        1050 E. 11th  Austin, TX 78704 

   Vision Testing, Single Vision Lenses, and Frame $125.00 

                 www.eastside-optical.com    (512)928-4747 

     7600 N. Capital Texas Hwy. 

    Bldg. C Suite #110 

    Austin, TX 78731 

 

GWCA Lapel Pin given to Lifetime Ambassador 
Ms. Linda Clark the first life time member of the George Washington 

Carver Ambassadors, Inc. (G.W.C.A., Inc.) was presented the first new 

Ambassador lapel pin by GWCA President Art Sauls.  Ms. Clark is a    

principal at the Austin Alternative Learning Center.  She is the youngest 

daughter of Donal and Novel Mays Clark.  She is a native Austinite and 

attended school at Campbell and Blackshear Elementary school.  Ms. Clark 

graduated from Stephen F. Austin High School and attended Southwest 

Texas State University, the University of Texas in Austin and University of 

Indiana.   When asked why she is an Ambassador, Ms. Clark replied, “The 

George Washington Carver Museum and Cultural Center represent the heart 

and soul of my educational extensions.  I am proud to be a member of the 

G.W.C.A., Inc. and a lifetime member.  This gives me an opportunity to 

support the mission of the George Washington Carver Ambassadors.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           512-418-8998 

           512-699-4797 

http://us.mc834.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=danita.nelson@austintexas.gov
http://us.mc834.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=faith.weaver@austintexas.gov


The Black Jews formed a Harlem congregation in 1910, based on 

the conviction that Africans were descended from ancient Hebrews 

and that Christianity was a religion imposed on them during      

enslavement in American.  It’s hard to find traces of their presence 

in the neighborhood today. 

 
Filmmaker Marlaine Glicksman visited with writers James Fenton 

and Darryl Pinckney who just purchased the former synagogue 

located at West 123rd Street at Mount Morris Park West that was 

originally built for a baking-soda tycoon, Hoagland Brothers, in 

1890, Fenton and Pinckney will return it back into a home again. 

 
Ms. Glicksman has been researching and planning to make this 

documentary for two decades, about the Black Jews who turned the 

home into a synagogue in the early 1910’s, under the name     

COMMANDMENT KEEPERS ETHIOPIAN HEBREW         

CONGREGATION.  Ms. Glicksman has enjoyed attending     

countless services in its sanctuary, and she pointed out scrawled 

Hebrew letters and Stars of David on the raw lumber boards that 

block the arched doorway as the building is slowly being renovated 

for the new owners.  She is sad to see the graffiti on what she calls 

the amazing wall, even though the graffiti itself is worthy of      

recording and displaying in a museum.  The congregation’s history, 

beginning with the early Black Rabbis sermons and writings about 

their commitment to Jewish rituals and ending with the              

congregation’s   persistence to survive in the face of racism and  

anti-Semitism.   The Schomburg Center for Research in Black  

Culture in Harlem, now houses the entire old document from        

the KEEPERS. 

 
“In 2007 the congregation, amid controversy among factions, sold 

the building.  The scattered Black Jews in New York have kept 

much of their collections of ritual objects,” said, Rabbi Sholomo 

Ben Levy, a historian who heads the Queens congregation that 

grew out of the KEEPERS.  The Harlem  historian John  T. 

Reddick  is working on an exhibition about influential         

entertainers among the neighborhood’s Blacks and Jews.  On 

display will be photographs by Larence Shustak, with views of 

Black hands on Torahs and Menorah  candlelight flickering 

before a Black boy in a prayer shawl, plus file after file of   

uncaptioned snapshots.  The  KEEPERS documentary will show 

the last moments of   Harlem’s togetherness, just before the 

Diaspora.  “Little did Ms. Glicksman know when she started the 

project, twenty years ago, that it would become such an       

important historical piece,” according to Rabbi Levy. 

 
Ms. Glicksman hopes to have the documentary ready for    

viewing by mid April, 2012.  She hopes to host a screening at 

the 92nd Street Y in Manhattan. 

 

Submitted by:  Jewell Boswell Hudson 

A DOCUMENTARY ON THE BLACK JEWS OF HARLEM CALLED 
“THE COMMANDMENT KEEPERS” 

GWCA Presents Biggers Print to Carver Museum 
Dr. John Thomas Biggers (1921-2001) was a major American artist who created 

a visionary aesthetic that integrated elements of African iconography into the 

southern cultural experiences that were the basic substance of his art.  The work 

entitled Birmingham Children of the Morning is a linoleum cut that was a direct 

art response created from his reaction to the 16th Street  Baptist Church bombing 

on September 15, 1963 in Birmingham, AL.  The deaths of Denise McNair,   

Cynthia Wesley, Carole Robertson & Eddie Mae Collins became a rallying cry 

that created a focus on the significance of the Civil Rights Movement in the 

U.S.A.  It is an interested note of comparison that in March 2012 the United 

States is in the throngs of soul-searching & protest with the senseless killing of 

Trayvon Martin.  I can only image the power of a work of art that would have 

emanated from the creative bowels of John Biggers to document the continuance 

of stereotyping & racism in America.  -  E.L. Foney, Art Dealer/Collector 

 

A presentation of the Biggers print will be made to Bernadette Phifer, Carver 

Museum Curator at the GWCA April 17, 2012 meeting. 

 

(Special thanks to Dr. Ollie Jensen Thiesen for allowing excerpts from the text of 

a Life on Paper – The Drawings & Prints of John Biggers.) 

        Contributions of East Austin African-American Musicians to Texas Music 
The Texas Music Museum Gallery’s spotlight exhibit, which focuses on East Austin’s African-American music history, explores the musical 

legacies of artists whose contributions help establish Austin as the “Live Music Capital of the World”. The exhibit includes rare photographs, 

biographies, historic posters, recordings, and live music videos.  Display cases feature items from the Victory Grill and The Piano Professors, 

plus collections from East Austin Blues and Jazz communities. The multi-genre exhibit explores Ragtime/Barrelhouse, Blues, Jazz, and Gospel 

music, and also includes the Rap/Hip Hop component currently being displayed at the historic Victory Grill. This exhibit is the result of more 

than 25 years of research and documentation by Texas Music Museum’s volunteers in an effort to preserve the rich heritage of East Austin’s 

African-American musicians. The exhibit started February 1st and continues through September 30th   2012. 
Texas Music Museum Gallery  

Located at 1009 East 11th Street, on the corner of East 11th and San Marcos. 
Open free to the public Monday-Friday 10 am -  4:00 pm for self-guided tours 
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