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Ambassadors Announce Scholarship Opportunities 
 

The George Washington Carver Ambassadors, Incorporated (GWCA) is offering two 

scholarships in the amount of one thousand dollars each ($1000.00). The Arthur M. Sauls 

Scholarship and The Bernadette Phifer Scholarship will be offered annually to Austin   

Metropolitan area, African American high school graduates who are interested in the Arts 

(or Arts-related subjects) and plan to attend a two- year or four-year accredited college or 

University.   

  
Founded in 2002, the GWCA was organized for charitable and educational purposes in 

support of the mission of the George Washington Carver Museum and Cultural Center.  

The scholarships are awarded in honor of the organization’s founder, Arthur M. Sauls and 

the Carver Museum’s long time curator Bernadette Phifer.   

 
Mr. Sauls is a decorated retiree of the United States Air Force. After his retirement he   

became an entrepreneur in the insurance business, obtaining the distinction of Charter Life 

Underwriter. He has been actively involved in the Austin community serving in several 

capacities in numerous organizations.  The one distinction through all of his affiliations is 

his interest in and support of the youth of these  organizations.  This scholarship is the  

result of his continued interest in supporting our youth. 

 
Ms. Phifer is a long time pillar in the Arts Austin community.  In addition to being curator 

of the Carver Museum for over 25 years, Ms. Phifer is currently President of the GWCA.  

Her scholarship is funded in-part by former Austin Mayor Pro-Tem and newly elected 

State Representative Sheryl Cole. 

 
For the Arthur M. Sauls Scholarship and the Bernadette Phifer Scholarship awards we are 

encouraging all Ambassadors 

to share this letter and scholar-

ship information with their 

friends, family, and students 

that they know in the Austin 

area who may be interested in 

pursuing opportunities in the 

Arts.   

 
Scholarship applicants must 

submit the completed         

application, with narrative,    

letter and transcript by     

Monday, May 20, 2019.  The 

winners will be announced 

on June 19, 2019. 

JANUARY: 

BIRTHDAYS 

Charles Gates, 14 

Emma Thompson, 15 

Rev. Robert Davis, 20 

David Featherston, 20 

Linda Hill, 20 

Clayton Shorkey, 25 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Dr. Janelle Curlin-

Tayler, 01 

Emma Thompson, 06 

Rep. Lloyd Dogged, 26 

  

FEBRUARY: 

BIRTHDAYS 

Atty. Gary Cobb, 20 

Dr. Larry Earvin, 23 

Michelle Goodwine, 27 

 ANNIVERSARIES; 

Latrice Davis, 14 

Melvin Tealer, 24 

  

MARCH: 

BIRTHDAYS 

Lottie Dailey, 11 

Daphne McDole, 12 

Jerry Eason, 23 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Scotty Holman, 09 

Richard Glasco, 17 

Levi Murray, 30 
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For more information on the GWCA contact: 

Arthur Sauls  512-926-6216 or  Bernadette Phifer  512-873-7331 

Ambassadors of  the Year Announced 
GWCA President Bernadette Phifer announced the 2018 Ambassador of the Year awards during the intermission 

of the Silver Bell Social.  Winners included:  David Featherston, Harold Bowling, Leon Roberts, Latrice Davis, 

Pam Vance, Clifford Gillard (Newcomer of the Year), and Art Sauls won the top award of Ambassador of the 

Year for his many years of contributions to the Ambassadors as GWCA Founder and long-time GWCA        

President. 

The memories of my childhood are bookended with major events of the times with 

the sweet and bitter day to day life in between.  I was raised in a small East Texas 

town that was more of a throwback to what most Southern white-run towns wanted 

to be in the 50’s and 60’s.  Marshall was home to many thriving businesses; the 

T&P Railroad, Thycal Industries, Borden, Blue Buckle, just to name a few.  There 

seemed to be no end to factory-type jobs for the low educated and administrative 

jobs for the well-educated.  It was also the seat of segregation and proud headquar-

ters for the Confederacy during the Civil War.  Marshall truly was the deep south of 

Texas.  Even today, folk feign shock that Asians and folks of Mexican descent have 

been able to call Marshall home.  The town was known to literally ride the Latinos 

out after the work of harvesting crops was over.  When I got older I wondered if 

Marshall was the only town that did that…it was truly a cruel way to do “business”.  

But that was East Texas then.   

 

These are the first words of an upcoming short novel by GWCA member Carrie Lane.  Born in Marshall, Texas, her 

memories are filled with Jim Crow laws, the shortcomings of a town towards its Black inhabitants, but also the sweet 

memories of family, friends and neighbors who made life easier.  The book, entitled What Lies Beneath Baptist Hill, 

tells of her life in a segregated town with her single mother, two sisters and brother.  It will be published in the Summer 

of 2019.  Some of the stories are side-stitching funny, while others recall the pain of loss and being poor and Black, a 

harsh combination in this era. Writing, however, is only one of Carrie’s gifts.  She is a compelling storyteller.   

 

Carrie is not one to brag on herself, but the Carver Museum proudly has her as a storyteller for Juneteenth every year.  

With a mixture of folklore and historical facts, Carrie weaves together tales that make Juenteenth come alive for many 

visitors during the Carver’s Juneteenth celebration.  Listeners are transported to a time when most of them weren’t even 

born and to places they’ve never been by her captivating scenes of freedom, and heroic fates of long-gone ancestors of 

East Texas.   

 

Join the GWCA and Carrie at the Carver’s Let Freedom Ring Juneteenth Celebration on Saturday, June 15th, 2019.   

Meet GWCA Member and  Story Teller Carrie Lane 
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Four Hundred Years of African American History,  

Culture, and Aesthetic Expression:  1619-2019 
         By Bamidele Agbasegbe Demerson—Site Manager & Curator 

George Washington Carver Museum, Cultural & Genealogy Center—2019 Program Calendar 

 
The international trafficking in African captives had profound social, political, and economic  consequences 

throughout the Atlantic World. In English speaking North America, this phenomenon had its beginnings in 1619. 

During that year, in the vicinity of what is now Jamestown, Virginia, twenty or so black skinned captives             

disembarked from a European seafaring vessel. They were phenotypically distinguishable from those with white 

pigmentation, i.e. the other relatively new people from Europe who arrived and settled in this land. Europeans     

continued to arrive as free, as well as indentured servants. And over the centuries, waves of European and American 

ships crossed the Atlantic Ocean carrying African human cargo destined to live in a “new world” of bonded          

servitude.  

 

The non-indigenes—black and white—possessed obvious differences 

in languages, religious beliefs, food ways, and a myriad of traditions. Even so, 

together they engaged in cultural exchanges, built a polity called “America,” 

and forged an identity dubbed “American.” Across the land, a rigid caste     

system developed in which whites, saw themselves as superordinates, and    

consigned blacks to the status of subordinates. Yet, from the very beginning, 

those of African/black ancestry challenged the notion of  European/white     

hegemony during slavery and in the years after its official abolition in 1865. In 

fact, that challenge continues today. 

 

Four Hundred Years of African American History, Culture, and Aes-

thetic Expression: 1619-2019 is a general title given to the set of program of-

ferings developed by the George Washington Carver Museum, Cultural and 

Genealogy Center in Austin, Texas. The program offerings will be published 

each month in the Museum’s Newsletter throughout the calendar year. Staff in 

the Museum’s offices of education, exhibitions, performing arts, and            

genealogy, call attention to 1619 as a significant point of departure in an      

examination of the continuities and changes in the evolution of African    

American life and lore in the United States.  

 

Our diverse program offerings include, for example, lectures, panel discussions, film screenings, symposia, 

exhibitions, gallery talks, genealogy classes and seminars, concerts, and theatrical productions.* The programs cover 

a wide range of topics. Some challenge us to explore the heritage of Africa that permeates many facets African 

American culture. Others challenge us to understand the pernicious concept of race and fight the caste system replete 

with inequities built on phenotype. There are topics that inspire us to be agents of change as we continue to seek 

freedom, equality, and social justice. And there are topics that provide opportunities to explore the ongoing cultural 

exchanges that inform what we call “American” culture. These offerings provide learning opportunities to expand 

our cultural literacy and cultural  competency quotient. But quite importantly the program offerings at the Carver are 

examinations of  humanity that urge Americans to understand the ways in which we are similar and appreciate the 

ways in which we are different.   

 

When you attend the Carver program offerings, know that we have not forgotten the people, places, events, 

challenges, and achievements of the past. Rather, we recognize that we have an obligation to look back, learn from 

the past, and bring forward those lessons and traditions that help us build bright tomorrows. Among the Asante   

people of Ghana in West Africa, this idea is called sankofa. In fact, the sankofa ideogram serves as a symbol of the 

Carver Museum and its commitment to live by this profound wisdom. 

  

*Program offerings are generally free and open to the public. There is a charge for summer camps. 



GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER AMBASSADORS, INCORPORATED 

 

Criteria for The Arthur M. Sauls and The Bernadette Phifer Scholarships – 2019 

 

The scholarship award is in the amount of one thousand dollars each ($1000.00).  The scholarship will be paid directly to the      

student upon verification of enrollment in an accredited college/university as a full-time student, carrying a minimum of 12 semester 

hours.   

To qualify for the scholarship, the student must: 

* Be an African-American high school senior enrolled in a Austin Metropolitan area high school on a full time basis, and intends 

to attend an accredited two year or four-year college or university upon graduation. 

*Have attained a cumulative GPA of at least 2.6/4.0. 

*Demonstrate leadership potential and good citizenship along with community involvement and /or service.  Preference will be 

given to students who have volunteered at the Carver Museum or who plan to pursue a career in the Arts. 

*Provide a one page essay explaining why he/she wants to attend college and why he/she is interested in the Arts. 

*Provide a letter of recommendation from a school official (teacher, counselor or principal) or a religious, civic or volunteer   

organization. 

*Provide a copy of his/her transcript. 

*Properly complete the application form provided. 

 

Submit the completed application, with written Essay, letter and transcript to the address below postmarked by Monday, May 20, 

2019. 

             Scholarship Committee  

      George Washington Carver Ambassadors, Inc 

      1165 Angelina St. 

      Austin, TX 78702 

 

All timely applicants will be considered for the scholarship.  Some students may be contacted for a short interview with the 

Scholarship Committee.  The Scholarship Award will be presented after the Student provides proof of full-time enrollment in 12 

semester hours of college level courses. 

 

Essay:  Why do you want to attend college and why are you interested in the Arts?  Please write legibly or attach typed copy. 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER AMBASSADORS INCORPORATED 
Scholarship Application – 2019 

 
 
Last Name _______________________ First Name _____________Middle Initial _____ 
 
Street Address __________________________________________________________ 
 
City ________________________ State _____________________ Zip Code ________ 
 
Telephone Number (____)___________Email Address ___________________________ 
 
SAT/ACT Score ______ GPA _____Planned Major/Area of Interest _________________ 
 
High School_________________________________________________________________ 
 
College(s)/University(ies) Accepted by  
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
Organization/Affiliations  
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Community Service/ Leadership Positions held  
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Arts-Related Volunteer Work and Activities  
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Extra-Curricular Activities  
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                       

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Page 6 www.austingwca.org 

 

    2018 Silver Bell Social Featuring Pamela Hart and Dr. James Polk 


