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The two central events of the season are SILVER BELL SOCIAL and SANTA’S SPECIAL. 
The Silver Bell Social is a jazzy Christmas concert for everyone with some of Austin’s  
musical greats, “Mr. Music” himself James Polk and “Miss Austin Jazz” Pam Hart. The concert 
is free and open to all. Come and have a jazzy Christmas with us at the Carver.  This concert is 
in honor of all of our seniors, giving them a little fun for the season.  We want everyone to  
enjoy these musical geniuses.   
 
Santa’s Special is a special experience designed for our beautiful kids and the kid in each of 
us.  For most of these kids this is the first time they are seeing a “BLACK” Santa.  We have 
children come in all colors, wanting to share their Christmas wish list.   They get a chance to 
take a free photo with the man in the red suit.  They are also gifted a Christmas bag of 
treats.  They walk away with big smiles on their faces, a happy treat bag in hand and a beautiful 
photo of themselves with the man in the red suit.  They walk away saying, “Santa knows my 
name.”  These are the GWCA’s big gifts to Austin.  They are so rewarding for us! 
 
The seasonal joys are the glorious decorated Christmas trees we present to Austin.   
They range in themes from the ‘African Safari”, to the” White Dove” tree.  These 
trees are our Wonderland of the Christmas Season at the Carver.  We are so proud 
to offer this gift THE FESTIVAL OF TREES TO ALL OF YOU.  Please join us.   
Make sure you check the museum and it’s newsletter for dates and times of    
different events. 
 
The GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER AMBASSADORS send you love and blessings 
of the season. “MERRY CHRISTMAS”. 
 
Warm Regards, 
Bernadette M. Phifer, President 
George Washington Carver 
AMBASSADORS,Inc         

  CARVER’S WONDERLAND 
 
We have come together over the past 13 years for 
a wonderfully unique  celebration known as the 
FESTIVAL OF TREES.  Families and friends 
come from far and near to join the George 
Washington Carver Ambassadors in a festive 
month long celebration of Christmas.  The  
festival spotlights decorated trees, sponsored by 
different groups from around the city of Austin 
and beyond.  The main focus of these events of 
the month are directed to foster community, 
which is the center of everything GWCA 
does.  We want to show everyone how much we 
appreciate your support.                 

OCTOBER: 
BIRTHDAY; 
Jewel Hudson, 06 
Lloyd Doggett, 06 
Grava Jones, 09 
Carrie Lane, 11 
Levi Murray, III, 18 
 
ANNIVERSARY: 
David Featherston, 08 
 
NOVEMBER: 
BIRTHDAY; 
Jerrett Robinson, 08 
Edward Roby, 08 
Simon Hemby, Jr., 09 
Pamela Vance, 09 
C. Sue Reed, 12 
Clifford Gillard, 20 
Gwen Patrick, 26 
Leon Roberts, 26 
Nelson Linder, 27 
 
DECEMBER: 
BIRTHDAY; 
Willie Madison, 04 
Shirley Walker, 07 
Bamidele Demerson, 14 
Para Agboga, 15 
Latrice Davis, 15 
Janie Ellison, 17 
Nathaniel Darden, 21 
Richard Glasco, 25 
Judge Richard Scott, 25 
 
ANNIVERSARY: 
Rev. Robert Davis, 30 
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The Carver Museum is On the Move! 
 

Bamidele Agbasegbe Demerson 
Site Manager & Curator 

 
The George Washington Carver Museum, Cultural & Genealogy 

Center is “on the move,” as it garners recognition while continuing patterns 
of upward growth and development. During FY 2018 (1 October 2017-30 
September 2018), Carver again gained distinction as the recipient of the 
Community Partnership Award from the University of Texas, Division of 
Diversity and Community Engagement. In this same period, Carver also 
served 61,000 visitors. This represented an increase of 13,000 over the 
48,000 guests in FY 2017.      Moreover, these numbers reveal a visitor 
growth of more than 34,000 over the 27,000 visitors reported in FY 2016.  

  
Guests of the Museum experienced a robust roster of “tried and true” 

programs as well as “innovative and new” initiatives. The educational pro-
grams featured guided tours and opportunities for self-guided       journeys 
through the core historical exhibitions, changing visual art installations, and emancipation themed sculpture 
garden. Our Cultural Lounges—featuring presentations by experts along with question and answer sessions—
covered such topics as “Theorizing Trump: Race, Class, and Politics in America.”  

 
Serving as a site participant for the National Endowment for the Arts’ program, The Big Read, the 

Carver convened a series of forums regarding Claudia Rankine’s book, Citizen. The Museum also became the 
site for the nationally aired free eight-week public course, Black Minds Matter, originating from San Jose State 
University. Those attending the course examined factors that influence the success of black men and boys in 
academia. The attendees also benefited from discussants and facilitators affiliated with Huston-Tillotson    
University, University of Texas, Austin Independent School District, and Radio KAZI. The Museum’s office 
of education also worked independently, and then with Bullock Museum, movacci, and Capitol View Arts in 
screening and devising learning opportunities around the Marvel Comics blockbuster, Black Panther.  

 
Our Genealogy Center presented: regular classes on how to use genealogy data bases for purposes of 

family history research, seminars on specialized genealogy topics, and sessions focusing on approaches and 
tips to writing family history. The office of special events organized several programs, including: the annual 
Juneteenth celebration that had more than 1,000 guests; and the month long set of Black History Month       
offerings. Of course, the office of exhibitions curated eight installations featuring internationally recognized 
artists such as Eto Otitigbe and Deborah Roberts, who respectively have resided and continue to live in Austin.   

 
With stellar programming and heightened marketing efforts, the Carver’s already established reputation 

maintains an upward spiral. Over the course of the year, the Museum’s attention by the media comprised    

coverage by KAZI, KOOP, Forbes online, and local print media outlets such as the Austin Chronicle.  

As the Museum brought closure to a dynamic FY18, it opened FY19 with news of the passage of the           

November 2018 Bond. Citizens in Austin voted “Yes” on Proposition B. Of the $128 million allocated to City 

of Austin museums, cultural centers, and libraries, the Carver Museum received $7.5 million. This will fund 

corrections to the building’s infrastructure, especially a new roof. Of course it must be noted that members of 

the Carver Ambassadors, faculty at Huston-Tillotson University and The University of Texas, as well as     

representatives from Texas Accountants and Lawyers for the Arts, and the African American Resource        

Advisory Commission played significant roles to ensure that Carver’s needs were articulated. Finally,         

persistent discussions by the members of the Carver Ambassadors with elected and appointed City of Austin 

officials garnered $300,000 for a Master Plan/Feasibility Study that will chart a pathway leading to the        

expansion of a Carver Museum that is certainly on the move.            
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For more information on the GWCA contact: 

Arthur Sauls  512-926-6216 or  Bernadette Phifer  512-873-7331 

The Silver Bell Social is Coming to Town 
 

ATTENTION ALL SENIORS:  

The "SBS" Express is rolling down the tracks in 

your direction to perform on Thursday,          

December 13, 2018 at 3:00 PM in the Boyd 

Vance Theater of the Carver Museum.  

Pam Hart,  Dr. James Polk, Brannen Temple and 

Nick Clark are on board bringing you the 

Christmas flavors of 

song to brighten your 

day.  Master of      

Ceremonies Leon 

Roberts will double 

you over with         

salutations and folk 

tales of  yesteryear. 

Looking for your     

attending the over-

flowing event.  Come 

early to get a seat for 

this free annual event.  

Santa Claus is Coming  

To Town Too 
 

On Saturday, 

December 15, 

2018 for 1 pm 

until 3 pm kids 

of  all ages are 

invited to the 

Carver to come 

see Santa Claus 

and to have 

their picture taken with the Jolly Guy from the 

South Pole. 

Ambassadors Sponsors  

Festival of Trees 
The Festival of Trees, a pageant of special  

holiday programs traditionally held to celebrate 

the Christmas season, will be the premiere  

fund-raising event for the George Washington 

Carver Ambassadors this year.  The event is  

volunteer-driven and organized, making it one of 

the most unique community events of its kind.  

All proceeds will be used to support the needs of 

the George Washington Carver Museum and 

Cultural Center and to provide scholarships for 

students who participate in Art and Cultural  

Programs at the museum.    Sponsorships, both 

personal and corporate, are fundamental to the 

success of the George Washington Carver  

Museum Festival of Trees.  Whether it is an  

in-kind sponsorship of goods or services, or a 

cash sponsorship   towards the attractions of the 

trees, the opportunities for  joining the “Festival 

Family” are nearly endless.  For  more  

information on sponsorship contact Art Sauls at 

512-926-6216 .   

  

“I believe that the 2018 Festival of Trees will  be 

bigger and better than ever,” stated GWCA  

President Sauls, “This event also helps to  

improve everyone’s Christmas Spirit!”        

Sauls Named 2018 

Man of  Valor 
On February 25, 2018      

Ambassador President  

Emeritus Art Sauls was 

named a 2018 Metropolitan 

AME Church Men of Valor 

Award Recipient for his hard 

work and dedication within 

the church and throughout 

the Austin Community.   

Dr. Jeffree A. James, KAZI Radio, D.E. Ramert         

Associates, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., Briyan Garcia 

Vargas, and Daylan Cook were also recognized by     

Metropolitan AME Church for this prestigious award. 
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 Sights and Sounds From the Carver Museum in 2018 


